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Foreword

What’s behind a fable? — A brief introduction

When you read these fables, you may wonder — what’s the
purpose of old-fashioned, far-feteched fairy tale in a world
where we have turned to mobile phones, mp3 players and the
Internet?

The fables are far from reality, to be sure. A beautiful lady
becomes a stone, a snake changes into a handsome man, a wolf
turns into a beautiful bride, animals talk, a crazy young man
jumps into a fire and survives. A poor farmer or orphan finds
jewels in a stream of water, in the mouth of a snake or in an
underground cave.

These things do not happen in our daily lives, but they do in
our imaginations. The fables tell us something of how we
humans long and aspire for things beyond what we have.

Many of the fables talk about marriages, of horrible and
happy marriages and about childlessness or the joy of having a
baby. Do we not all long for real love and fulfillment in
marriage and family life? A basic plot in many of the stories is
how unsuspecting young men (and old men!) fall in love with
beautiful women, and how beautiful young women fall in love
with handsome princes. Why do we have so many fables about
“falling in love”? This is not only in Afghan culture, but in
cultures around the world. Is it because so many of our
marriages are unhappy, yet we dream of happy marriages?
These stories reflect the longings of men and women to enjoy
beauty and love in our marriages and families.

An underlying theme in many of the stories is greed and its
destructive powers. Many fables talk about disloyalty,
betrayal, jealousy and wicked schemes. A regular character is
the witch who brings evil upon unsuspecting people. For
example, a witch in the disguise of an old woman or a gentle
bear, schemes to bring ruin to an innocent young couple. This
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shows that life is never easy; tragedy can strike anywhere and
anyhow. And we recognize how evil is amongst us, all too
well. But the fables also tell us of deeds of faithfulness,
kindness and generosity.

We long for such goodness in our lives. The questions at
the end of each fable help us to reflect on the story and what
message it may have for each one of us today.

It is also interesting to note similarities in the fables. For
example, in several stories “eating an apple” will help a
woman give birth to a child. In a number of stories, when the
main character is fleeing an evil person, he throws everyday
items behind him, like a comb, needle or salt, to ward off the
evil person. Mountains, deserts, palaces and caves are common
in many of the stories. As you read the stories, try to look at
their similarities and differences.

Mr. Homayun Hotak has worked very diligently to collect
these fables from the Kabul Public Library and other sources.
Many of the fables were recorded by Afghan scholars and
writers in the 1950s and 1960s. As much as possible, we have
attributed the source of the fable. We thank the Kabul Public
Library for providing us access to their collections of
magazines.

Some of the stories have long been forgotten as they now
lie ‘hidden’ amidst the dust of old magazines. Fables are one
aspect of Afghan cultures, traditions and heritage. The fables
published here are only a sample of the 1000s of oral stories
that we have passed on from generation to generation in the
different languages of Afghanistan. We have chosen fairy tales
for this publication. In the future we hope to publish a
collection of historical lengends.

Arley Loewen (Ph.D.)

Op-Mercy Afghanistan
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Original Title: The United Brothers
Original English Version: Safari Team
Source: Hazarestan’s Folk Fables, 1997
Recorded: M. Jawad Khawari

Loyalty Pays its Rewards

Once upon a time, a certain king had three young sons. One
day the sons came to him and said, “Father! It’s time to
arrange our marriages.”

The king smiled and replied, “Sounds good. Just tell me
which girl you like in the kingdom and | will arrange it.”

“But father,” they replied, “We are princes. It’s below our
dignity to marry a commoner. We want girls equal to our
status.”

The king grew serious. He said, “Let me be very clear with
you. It’s true that you are princes, but being a prince is not a
dignity in itself. Your dignity comes from selecting a spouse
using your own worth and virtue.”

These words affected them so much that they bid farewell
to their father and set out on a long journey to wherever fate
would lead them.

The eldest of the three brothers was an astrologer, the
second had a uniquely strong sense of smell and the youngest
was an excellent swordsman. They traveled for seven days and
nights and crossed seven valleys, seven mountains and seven
deserts. On the seventh night they arrived at a scary valley. It
was dark and the valley was full of bushes, which made it
impossible to cross. They spent the night there. The valley was

www.takbook.com



www.takbook.com
Loyalty Pays ite Rewards 7

so terrifying, and they knew it wasn’t wise for all three to sleep
at the same time, so they decided to keep watch by turn. The
first watch of the night was the oldest brother’s; the second,
the middle brother’s; and the last watch belonged to the
youngest brother.

Unlike his brothers, Damkard, the youngest, was a heroic
warrior. He had a keen sense of adventure. During his watch, a
light at the end of the valley attracted his attention. He walked
towards the light and there saw forty strong men sitting around
a fire, chatting and laughing. Damkard hid himself to hear
what they were saying. As he listened, he learned that they
were thieves. The thieves boasted about how brave they were
and laughed together till it was time for supper. Someone
brought a water basin to wash their hands. Damkard hadn’t
eaten well for seven days. When he saw the food and the table
spread, he couldn’t stand it. He joined the thieves and said
loudly, “You’re forty guys. With me it’s forty-one.”

Without asking for permission, he washed his hands and
started eating. They admired him for his bravery and nerve and
looked at him with respect. When Damkard saw he was
accepted by them, he started to praise himself. His stories
about his courage surprised them. Finally they asked him,
“Why have you come here? What do you want?”

“I’ve heard about your reputation. I want to work with you.
But | have one condition; you must accept me as your boss. If
you don’t, I won’t work with you. Hundreds of other bands are
ready to accept me.”

The thieves said, “We’ve been looking for a leader like you
for a long time. Now that God has given you to us, why
shouldn’t we obey you?”

“If so, then listen to me. I know a place we can loot. It is
not an official treasury, but still it has a lot of money. At
daytime, let’s start our mission. My style of work is different. I
work daytime, but we don’t appear in the public. I’ll watch the
situation, and then I’ll call each of you, one by one, and tell
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you what to do. I don’t accept any kind of negligence in our
work.”

Delighted at this, the thieves started their supper. By the
time they had finished eating, dawn was breaking. Damkard
alerted them to get ready and he hid himself behind a huge
rock. He called them one by one. As they came, one by one,
Damkard plunged his dagger into their bellies and threw them
in a river. When everything was done, he went back to his
brothers and woke them up for prayers.

In a nearby city, people had prepared themselves to fight
the thieves. For several days rumors had spread that a band of
thieves wanted to loot the city. Many of them had seen the
thieves outside the city. Everyone was praying and giving alms
because they wanted to rid themselves of the thieves.

Damkard told his brothers what was going on. They went to
the city to see what was happening. They saw many people
praying and giving alms. Strangers who came to the city were
forced to accept the city’s prayers for safety. Damkard and his
brothers went straight to the King’s palace. Damkard told the
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king that he had killed all the thieves. The king stared at
Damkard’s body and said, “You killed those thieves? Very
funny! You’re crazy! No one can do that. They are even
stronger than monsters.”

“But I ripped their bellies apart with my own hands. If you
don’t believe me, I can show you their bodies.”

The king immediately sent some servants to find out if he
was right. Damkard told them exactly where he had thrown
the bodies. The servants returned soon and verified Damkard’s
story. The king’s eyes grew bright. He hugged Damkard, and
in appreciation for his courage, offered his only daughter to
him. Damkard thanked the king for his kindness and said, “We
are three brothers and I’m the youngest. It’s not our custom
that the youngest brother gets married first. If it’s okay, could
you grant this favor to my oldest brother?”

“The three of you are the same to me. I respect any decision
you make.”

So the eldest brother who was an astrologer built his home
and settled in the city. The two other brothers had no reason to
stay, so they took some food and continued their journey. They
traveled for many days until they came to another scary valley
where they spent the night. During the first half of the night
the second brother, who could smell well, stayed awake. The
youngest brother, Damkard, kept watch for the second half.
Again, his sense of curiosity had the better of him. As he
started walking around, a light at the end of the valley caught
his attention. He left his brother and walked to the light, which
he noticed came from a window. Damkard looked into the
window and saw a very beautiful girl sitting and weeping. To
see such a girl totally alone in such a scary valley was a shock
for anyone. Such a girl ought to be sleeping in a soft bed,
enjoying sweet dreams. What had brought her to this place?
What had she done that made her so sad? Damkard couldn’t
stand watching her weep, so he entered the room. As soon as
the girl saw him, she hid in the shadows.
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“You do not need to be afraid,” said Damkard quietly. ’'m a
human. Your loneliness drew me here. | want to know why a
beautiful girl like you is all alone in this valley. Who is so
cruel to be punishing you like this? What have you done?”

“You’re not from this city, are you, to question me like
this?”

“Of course not. I'm a traveler who just arrived in the
valley.”

“Then go back from where you came. There is no use for
you to know this mystery.”

“I’m not looking for any benefit,” replied the young man, “I
won’t leave until I’ve found the reason for your plight.”

“Okay, let me tell you. I'm the daughter of the king of this
region. Yes, the king’s daughter. Some time ago a cruel dragon
appeared in our city. Every day he eats a young girl along with
forty bulls and camels. This cruel dragon has eaten all the girls
from our city. Now it’s my turn. This is the final night of my
life. Tomorrow, early in the morning, the dragon will come to
eat me. | have nothing more to say. You should leave this
place as soon as possible, because the dragon may come soon
and eat you as well.”

“You think 1’d leave you alone with the dragon to save my
life? Impossible! I will not let a sweet girl like you be eaten by
a dragon. I am no coward.”

The girl begged and begged, but it was no use. The young
man wouldn’t budge. He said, “It’s not morning yet. I will
sleep here next to you. When the dragon comes, wake me.”

He laid his head on the girl’s knees and fell into a deep
sleep. Morning came and the dragon appeared. The girl did not
want to wake up the young man. She was sure that, even if he
were awake, he wouldn’t be able to do anything against the
dragon. Better that he be eaten while asleep and suffer less
pain. The dragon came closer and closer and her crying grew
louder. Just then a tear fell on Damkard and woke him up. He
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stood up confused. Then he saw the terrible dragon coming
toward him. Stones and wood burned up along the dragon’s
path. Damkard had no time for argument. He just said, “Why
did you wake me so late?”

He grabbed his bow and approached the dragon. The
dragon’s breath burned his body. But he cared nothing about
the dragon’s fiery mouth. He came so close that his clothes
started burning. As he drew yet closer, he put an arrow in the
bow and aimed it at the dragon’s throat. The arrow pierced
through the dragon’s neck. The dragon let out a horrible cry
and then his head crashed to the ground. Damkard quickly
took out his sword and cut off the dragon’s head. As the
beheaded corpse slumped to the ground, dust rose up all over,
covering everything. The girl shrieked in delight and showered
Damkard’s hands with her kisses. Damkard cut a long narrow
strip off the dragon’s skin as a token of his victory. He then

left the girl and went straight to his brother.

As for the king of this region—when the sun rose, he was
sure that the dragon had eaten his daughter. He sent some of
his servants to see if they could find a trace of his daughter.
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When the servants got to where the girl was supposed to be,
their eyes fell on the corpse of the dragon. Thinking that the
dragon was alive and just asleep, they started to run away.
Some while later, they returned, thinking the dragon would be
gone. But, again, they saw the dragon. They came and run
away a number of times until the girl saw them and shouted,
“O heroes, what shame that you’re afraid of a dead dragon!”

When they heard her, they drew close and saw the dragon’s
bleeding head lying beside his body. Their fear changed to joy.
With thanks to God, they brought the girl back to the palace.
God knows how happy the king was when he saw his daughter
alive and heard that the dragon had been killed.

The king ordered his messengers to announce throughout
his domain that the dragon-killer should make himself known.
Hearing the announcement, Damkard and his brother went
directly to the king’s palace and introduced themselves. The
king asked for proof. Damkard showed him the dragon skin.
The king kissed Damkard’s forehead and offered him one of
his daughters. Like before, Damkard deferred to his older
brother. The king accepted. And so the second brother built a
home and settled in the city.

The next day Damkard bid farewell and set out on his
journey again. He traveled on and on until he met an old lady
in the desert. She was leaning on a stick and looking after
sixteen skinny, weak sheep. The sheep looked for food
everywhere but they couldn’t find anything in the desert.
Damkard felt sorry for the old lady and her sheep and asked
her, “It seems like you’re alone. Is no one helping you with the
sheep in your old age?”

The old lady sighed, “Yes, I’'m totally alone. I have no one
besides these scrawny sheep.”

“Look, mother, I'm also alone. Now that we’ve met, adopt
me as your son.”

“I’ve asked God for a son like you to help me in my old
age. Being alone has gotten the better of me.”
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From then on, they called each other mother and son. After
this, the old lady did not have go to the desert to graze her
flock. She stayed home and rested while Damkard took the
sheep to pasture. The lady’s house was located in a dry valley
which had no water or plants. A few hills stood in front of her
house and further back was a steep incline. The lady always
advised the young man not to go beyond the hills. The more
she emphasized it, the more curious Damkard became. The
lady’s warning raised many questions in his mind, “What’s
behind the hills that she doesn’t want me to go there?”

Finally he decided to find out. He led his frock to the other
side of the hills. The place was beautiful and ever so green. As
far as his eyes could see, there were flowers, meadows and
trees. The sheep smelled the grass and skipped with delight.
The sheep had never seen such fresh grass before and ate as
much as they could. The sheep stuffed themselves. In the
evening Damkard returned home with the sheep full of milk.
The lady noticed the sheep udders bursting with milk. She
started milking them with joy. The more she milked, the more
milk came out. There was no end to the milk! Surprised and
curious, the old lady asked the young man, “Where did you go
today?”

“I went to the other side of the hills. What a lovely place!”
The old lady beat herself and said, “Oh no! Didn’t I tell you

not to go there? How did you return alive? God had mercy on
you.”

“But what’s wrong with the place, mother? It’s the best
place I’ve ever seen anywhere.”

“You silly fool! That’s where a fairy lives. By God’s mercy
she wasn’t there today. She often comes from the big Qaf
Mountain and spends a few days there. Then she goes back to
her other fairy friends. Don’t go there anymore!”

When Damkard heard his mother mention a fairy he got
overly excited and said, “What did you say? A fairy? Are you
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sure? Oh my God, what a chance! For a long time I’ve wanted
to see such a creature. Why you didn’t tell me this before?”

“You really are a crazy fool. What do you have to do with
fairies? Do you want to die? Whoever goes there never returns
alive.”

“Take it easy, mother. How can a person not like fairies?
Tomorrow I want to meet one! I won’t rest till I see one. How
can [ ignore a fairy right in our neighborhood?”

As much as the old lady insisted, she couldn’t dissuade him.
Finally she said, “Okay, since you insist on going there, listen
to me. Let me guide you. I have seen many things in my life.”

“At your service. Tell me please.”

“The fairy usually comes at sunset. Her tent is in the middle
of the valley. When you get close to her tent, dig a ditch and
hide yourself. When the sun is about to set, the fairy will
descend from heaven on a white-winged horse. Her horse has a
habit. If she flicks its left ear, then it will descend. And if she
flicks its right ear, then it will ascend. The fairy also has a dog.
The first thing to do is to kill the dog. You won’t be safe if the
dog is alive.”

Damkard was even more excited. He couldn’t wait for the
sunrise. That night was like a year for Damkard. As soon as
the son rose, he took his bow and arrow and left. The world
looked more beautiful than ever before. Love for fairies made
him alive and cheerful. When he reached the top of the hill, he
sighed and said, “Oh destiny, I’ll see what you are going to do
with me today.”

With these words, he went down the hill into the fairy’s
land. The sweet fragrance of flowers and plants refreshed him.
He felt light as a moth. Suddenly he noticed the fairy’s tent. It
was white as snow. The white tent among the different flowers
and bushes was a spectacular and heart-warming sight.
Damkard dug a ditch near the tent and covered it with bushes
and hid himself, waiting for the fairy. When the sun was about
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to set, he heard a gut-wrenching sound rose from above, like
the sound of thunder and lightning. Damkard looked up. He
saw a dog coming at him as if it had seen him. Damkard took
out his bow and shot an arrow at the dog, hitting it in the chest.
The dog groaned in pain, tumbled through the air and fell to
the ground. Damkard breathed deeply in relief.

He continued to wait. After awhile, there was another
terrible sound, even louder than before. Damkard looked up. A
fairy on her white-winged horse was approaching the earth.
When she came close to the tent, she flicked the horse’s left
ear. The horse landed and the fairy dismounted. She took her
bow and shot four arrows to all four sides. When she was sure
that her arrows had reached the borders of her land, she
entered the tent. Damkard was waiting in the ditch. When dusk
came he stuck out his head and looked around. The horse saw
him and neighed loudly. Immediately the fairy got out of the
tent and looked around. But she didn’t anything. She shot
another four arrows and went back to her tent. Again Damkard
stuck out his head and looked around. The horse neighed
loudly again. Again the fairy came out and shot four arrows to
the four sides around her. When for the third time Damkard
stuck out his head and the horse again neighed, the fairy came
out and hit the horse very hard with her bow to keep it from

www.takbook.com



www.takbook.com
6 Tte Menctiant's Dangliter

neighing. Damkard smiled to himself. When the fairy went
back into the tent, Damkard stuck out his head again. This time
when the horse saw him it did not neigh. Damkard grew
relaxed and slowly crawled toward the tent. When he came
close to the horse, he stroked the horse’s mane. The horse
didn’t move. Damkard went to the tent very slowly and peeped
inside. He saw a fairy, as fair as the moon, sleeping on the bed.
He wanted to wait, but who could? In the morning when the
fairy woke up, she sensed a human being in the tent.

For the fairy, if the fragrance of a human being was on her
body, she could no longer return to the Qaf Mountain because
the other fairies would mock her. Beyond this the bravery of
Damkard won her heart, so she decided to live with this
handsome young hero who had risked so much to find her.
From that day on, they lived together.

Sometime after their marriage, he remembered the old lady.
He said to himself, “God will not be happy if I forget the old
lady. I should bring her here with me.” He mentioned this to
the fairy, who agreed. Damkard brought the old lady to the
fairy land and they lived happily altogether. During the days
Damkard and his wife went hunting and at night they returned.

One day the fairy went to the river to swim, but her shoes
fell into the river. The water current took the shoes to the city
nearby. Just then the ruler of the city was near the river to
water his horse. When the horse looked at the water, it neighed
and jolted. The king ordered divers to go into the water and see
what was wrong. The divers searched and finally they found a
shoe. The shoe was so beautiful that it would daze anyone.
When the king saw the shoe he helplessly fell in love with its
owner. In his mind, he imagined the shoe owner being the
most beautiful girl in the world standing in front him. He took
the shoe and went to the palace very distressed.

The king ordered that pictures of the shoe be distributed
across the country along with an announcement that whoever
finds the owner of the shoe would be rewarded for the rest of
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his life. Much time passed but no one found out who the owner
of the shoe was.

One day the old lady went to the city for some errands. She
heard the announcement. Greedy for this reward, she went to
the king and said, “If I bring the owner of the shoe, what will
be my reward?”

“Whatever you ask for.”
“I don’t want much. Just this jar filled with golden coins.”
“It is nothing. Ask for more.”

“I don’t want to be unfair. This jar is enough. I’m not going
to live long anyway.”

The king ordered his treasurer to fill the lady’s jar with
golden coins. The treasurer took a camel loaded with coins and
went to the lady’s house. The sly old lady had made a hole in
her jar and when the treasurer poured the gold coins into it, it
didn’t fill up. The gold coins scattered all over the house. The
king’s treasure was empty, but the jar was not full. The king
promised her more once she had brought him the owner of the
shoe. The lady accepted it, but demanded the king make her a
waterproof box. The king ordered a box be made. She took the
box and said to the king, “From now on, keep your eyes on the
river. Whenever you see this box, catch it.”

She put the box on a donkey and went home. Damkard
asked her, “What is this big box for?”

“I saw it in the bazaar and liked it. So I bought it. I want to
put extra things in it.”

The old lady knew that as long as Damkard remained alive,
she would never be successful with her evil plans. Greed had
polluted her heart. She turned on her own adopted son. She
decided to kill him. One day when the fairy was alone she
started conversing with her about everything under the sun.
Then she asked the fairy, “What do you think is the secret to
Damkard’s death?”
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The fairy was shocked by her question. Since she trusted
the lady, so remained calm and said, “I don’t know. I haven’t
thought about this.”

“A strong person like him seems mysterious to me.” The
old lady’s thought provoked the fairy’s sense of curiosity, t00.
One night she asked Damkard, “What is the secret of your
death?”

Damkard had no ill thoughts of his wife, so he replied,
“You know my name is Damkard. It means that my life
depends on a knife. And it’s this knife which you always see
with me.”

The next day, the fairy revealed her his husband’s secret to
the old lady. That night when Damkard was sleeping, the old
lady stole the knife from his waist and threw it into the horse’s
dung. The knife started rusting and Damkard immediately
started feeling sick.

Early the next morning the lady took the box to the river to
wash it. When the fairy saw the lady she said the lady, “Leave
it. Let me wash it. You go and rest.” The old lady had been
waiting for such an occasion and so let the fairy take the box.
The fairy rolled up her sleeves and started to wash the box. As
soon as she lowered herself to wash the inside of the box, the
lady pushed her into the box, locked it up and put it in the
water.

Back in the city, the king had ordered some servants to
watch for big box floating in the river and then notify him.
When they saw the box they jumped into the river, caught the
box and brought it to the king.

Shaking with excitement, the king opened the box. When
he saw the fairy, he moaned and fell unconscious. When he
woke up, he expressed his love to the fairy and asked to marry
her. The fairy’s answer was clear, “I am a married woman and
can’t accept your request.”
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The king answered passionately, “My love for you has
stolen all peace from my heart. For quite some time now, I’ve

burned with love for you. It is impossible to leave you.”

When the fairy learned the whole story, she realized she
had no chance. She asked for forty days time. She thought that
if Damkarad were alive, he would certainly come to rescue
her.

Now back to Damkard’s eldest brother, the astrologer. One
day while he was counting the stars, he suddenly saw
Damkard’s star about to fall. The world grew dark before his
eyes and he was filled with sadness as he spoke to himself,
“My dear brother! What is wrong with you? Who has deceived
you? Which magician has bewitched you?” He didn’t sleep
much that night and before sunrise, he gathered some
belongings and set out to find the second brother to inform him
about their youngest brother. He traveled day and night
without any break until he reached the second brother’s city.
When he met him, without a delay he said, “What are you
doing, just sitting around? Don’t you know what’s happening
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with our youngest brother? According to the stars, he is in
great danger. Now it is our turn to do something for him
because he’s done so much for us.”

The two brothers immediately set out to find their youngest
brother. The second brother used his power of scent as a guide
to find Damkard. They traveled far until they reached fairy
land. The smell of their brother came from a white tent pitched
in the middle of the valley. They approached the tent. When
they entered it, they saw their brother lying on the bed as if he
were dead. They placed a mirror in front of his nose and
noticed he was still breathing. There still was hope. His
brothers were aware of the secret of his death. When they saw
that his knife was gone, they knew someone had bewitched
him. Without a minute to lose, they searched for the knife. The
smeller used his power of scent, but the scent of the knife was
very weak and made it difficult for them to find it. They finally
found the knife in the horse dung. Except for a small part of
tip, the whole knife was rusty. If the tip had been rusted as
well, Damkard would have died. They quickly took the knife
out of the dung and polished it. As they polished away the rust,
Damkard got better and better. When the knife was clean from
all the rust, Damkard stood up well and hugged his brothers,
thanking them for the trouble they had gone through to help.
Then he said, “Stay here while I go to find my wife. I don’t
know what that wicked old lady has done to her.”

He mounted the fairy’s white horse, held on to its mane and
flicked its right ear, saying, “Take me to the fairy.”

The horse flew up into the sky. Back in the city, the forty
days were almost over. The king had decorated the entire city
for a glorious wedding ceremony. All the people had gathered
near the palace to join in the celebration. When Damkard flew
over the city, he saw a large crowd cheering and dancing. The
fairy in white clothes was sitting beside the king. Damkard’s
heart burned. He flicked the horse’s left ear and landed beside
the throne where the fairy and her “groom” were sitting.
Before the king knew what was going on, Damkard grabbed

www.takbook.com



www.takbook.com
Loyalty Pays ite Rewards a7

the fairy’s hand and lifted her on to the horse. Then he flicked
the horse’s right ear and he flew up over the astonished gaze of
the crowd. The shocked king and his courtiers panicked and
ran hither and thither, but couldn’t do anything. The fairy had
escaped from their grasp. The angry king ordered the old lady
be hung on the tail of a horse and then dragged through the
city for punishment.

Damkard and his wife returned to their land and spent the
rest of their lives in happiness.

Questions
1. How did Damkard help his two brothers?
Why did the old lady adopt Damkard?
How did Damkard win the fairy to be his wife?
Why did the old lady turn on Damkard?

Who was more loyal, Damkard or his wife the fairy?
Why?

ok~ wn

6. Did Damkard’s brothers forget their younger brother?
7. Has a friend ever traveled a long way to help you?
How did it make you feel?
Vocabulary
1. Astrologer el ol cania
2. Below (one’s) dignity obd s
3. Bewitch GRS s
4. Bid farewell R-UENIREN
5. Corpse oY
6. Dagger s
7. Dung Gl s ¢ s83a
8. Flick GO L 4l Cy pua
9. Float s
10. Fragrance i (55
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Loneliness
Mission
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Scary
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Thunder and lightning
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Editor: Nisar Ahmad Baheen

Dreams, Dungeons, and Fires

Once upon a time there lived an old farmer who had three
sons. The two older sons were lazy and greedy, wanting
everything for themselves. The youngest son, however, was
hardworking and gentle. He patiently helped his father work
the land everyday, but when he came home at night his two
jealous brothers took every opportunity to beat him and curse
him.

The old farmer noticed that he was growing weak and old.
He knew that his two older sons were good for nothing and
realized that after he died they would treat their younger
brother cruelly. So he called his sons and told them that since
he was too weak to work anymore, the boys should find jobs
for themselves and each one be responsible for his own life.
The old farmer gave each of them a sum of money and bid
them farewell.

The three brothers left the house and set off for unknown
destinations. After a long walk they reached a crossroad where
they separated. The youngest of the three sons who was called
O’lad by his brothers, chose the road that led straight ahead.
He walked and walked until it became very late. At night he
reached a mountain and climbed to its peak. There exhausted,
he collapsed on a large flat stone and fell asleep.
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While asleep he dreamed that he was married to the king’s
daughter. The dream changed and he found many precious
stones and gems from a stream and was married to three
beautiful fairies.

When he awoke he felt the warm sun on his shoulders. He
climbed down the mountain and found a stream of clear water.
He sat down by the stream, took out a piece of bread from his
turban. While eating his bread he stared at the stream thinking
of nothing in particular. Just then an old man passed by and
asked him what he was brooding about. The boy said that he
was thinking of his life and added that he had seen a wonderful
dream that night.

He told his dream to the old man. The old man replied that
he was a lucky fellow and advised him to pursue his dream,
but despite the boy’s further questions, the old man refused to
say anything more.

So the boy proceeded on his way wandering many days and
nights. He crossed many deserts and stumbled through huge
forests until he reached a big, lively city crowded with people.
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Amazed at what he saw, he reached the palace wall where he
lay down on the marble pavement and fell fast asleep.

This palace belonged to a king who had a very beautiful
young daughter. No one in the city excelled her in beauty,
charm and wisdom. The young princess was madly in love
with a poor youth, but she knew that the king would prevent
their marriage so she was determined to run away with her
beloved. The two lovers had arranged that the princess would
escape from the palace at midnight, meet her lover at the
marble road and travel to another city. Mounted on a horse, the
princess reached the pavement a few minutes before midnight
and found the farmer’s son lying by the palace wall. She
thought that he was her lover, so she walked her horse slowly
up to the sleeping body and called out quietly to him. When he
did not stir, she quickly grabbed him and put him on the horse
behind her.

They rode far away from the palace and the city, but the
farmer’s son was sound asleep on horseback. To avoid being
caught, the princess continued on her way until she was very
tired. By now, the farmer’s son had woken up, but he kept very
quiet. The princess said she was tired and asked him to take
the horse’s reins for a few minutes. The lad answered, “Keep
on riding, we have not left your father’s lands yet.” The
princess was startled by his voice and realized that she had
made a mistake. When she looked at his face, she realized she
had escaped with a stranger and had left her lover behind. She
thought that it would be better for her to submit to her fate,
because she was afraid to return to seek her true lover. On the
spot she made up her mind to marry this boy, since he was
strong and handsome. When they were well out of her father’s
lands, they dismounted from the horse at the foot of a
mountain to rest. The spot they chose was remote and beautiful
and they decided to make a shelter for themselves. After much
hard work they built a small wooden hut from tree branches so
they could spend the nights there.
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One day the young man left his wife in the hut and went out
hunting. When climbing the mountain he found a stream of
clear water running along the side of the mountain. A line of
trees threw shadows over the water. The young man was
discouraged that he had not found any gems. He sat beside the
stream to quench his thirst with the cool water. Suddenly he
noticed some bright jewels in the stream. He picked up two
bright stones thinking that they were colored marbles.

He returned to his hut and found his wife asleep, so he sat
outside in the sun and played with the gems. After a few
minutes the princess came out of the hut and found her
husband playing with what seemed to be marbles. Looking
closer, she realized that they were precious jewels. Picking up
one of them, she asked her husband where he had found such
beautiful stones. The young man told her and together they
went back to the stream and gathered many more jewels from
the water.

They brought their treasures to the city and sold them for a
very high price. With the money they built a marble palace,
unequaled by any other in the region. The princess called a
barber and asked him to shave her husband’s beard and to trim
his hair. She also called a tailor and asked him to make clothes
for him. She gave her husband a good bath and cleaned him.
The barber became jealous and was very angry to see a dirty
young man living in such a huge palace, while he had to shave
and to trim this man’s hair. So he went to the king and
reported that a dirty village boy had come to the city and built
a marble palace.

The king summoned the young man and his bride to his
court. He wondered how it could be that such a foolish-looking
villager could have such a beautiful wife and live in a palace
more magnificent than his own. The king told his minister to
find a way to kill the young man. Being a wise and far-sighted
man, the minister pointed out that if the village lad was killed
immediately, gossip would spread among the people that the
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king was suspect. It would be better to leave the couple alone
for a few days until they found a reason to kill him.

When the young man left the king’s palace, he went to his
wife and said, “I do not think it is safe for us to stay here any
longer. You stay here while I’ll go and do something about it.”
He left the house and climbed the mountain from where he
saw the same stream of the jewels. He thought to himself, “I
must follow my dream and find the source of the stream.” He
proceeded to follow the stream going up stream all the way to
its source. He walked for several days and nights, passing
seven big mountains, until he met an old man who warned him
that it was very dangerous for a man to go into that area
because an enormous giant lived behind the mountain. This
giant could smell a human being from far away and would
destroy anyone who crossed his territory.

The young man said, “Go on, old man. I'm following my
dream.” He crossed this mountain too and behind it he found a
tall granite palace piercing up into the sky. He looked all over
but could not find the entrance to the palace. Then suddenly he
noticed that a stream of clear water ran out from beneath the
palace wall. He slipped quietly into the stream and swam
underneath the wall into the palace. Inside he saw a huge hall
beautifully decorated with golden lamps and golden furniture
everywhere. In one corner of the hall there was a golden bed.
He went over to it and saw that a very very beautiful girl was
sleeping on it. He saw two fresh tree branches, one placed at
the head of the bed and one at the foot. He took the branches
and exchanged them, putting one at the head and one at the
foot. The girl woke up. She was surprised to see the young
man and asked him who he was and what he wanted. He told
her that he was looking for the source of the stream of jewels.
The girl said, “Poor boy, you are playing with your life.
Quick! Hide somewhere! Otherwise the giant will come and
kill both of us.”

The farmer’s son was surprised to hear this. The girl added,
“Look here young man. I feel sorry for you. I myself am a
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fairy and have been captured and held prisoner by this giant.
Nobody can kill him because he has transferred his soul to a
parrot and the parrot is kept securely locked up in an iron cage
in the dungeon. He will only die when the parrot is killed. But
no one can find the parrot.”

The boy asked her to go to sleep again and said that he
would go down to the dungeon to kill the parrot.

The fairy said, “All right. Go to the dungeon and wait. As
soon as the giant enters the hall and wakes me up, | will give
you a signal and you must immediately kill the parrot. But be
careful not to kill it sooner or the giant will scream so loud that
his brothers living in those faraway mountains will hear him
and hurry down here to save him.

The fairy tied a tread to her finger and gave the other end of
the string to the young man to take with him down to the
dungeon. She said she would pull the string as soon as she
woke up. At this signal he would know that the giant was
inside the hall where nobody would hear his loud scream. The
young man went down to the dungeon and the fairy lay down
on her bed and pretended to be asleep.

Up to this time, the fairy knew nothing about the entrance
to the palace or how the door opened. After a few minutes she
was surprised to see half the wall slide over to one side and a
door, fifty meters high, open up. The giant used to put the fairy
to sleep by putting the branches on her bed before he opened
the door so that the fairy would not know about the secret
entrance. Now when the giant entered the hall, he kicked the
wall three times and the wall slide back into its place and
closed.

Suddenly the giant roared, “I smell a human. Wherever he
is, 1 will eat him.” The fairy immediately pulled the string
while still pretending to be asleep. The boy felt the signal,
pulled his sword out of the turban around his waist and killed
the parrot by cutting it to pieces. The giant roared and
screamed madly but slumped to the floor and died. Since the
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walls were two meters thick, his brothers could not hear his
voice. The giant fell lifeless on the floor like a huge boulder.
The fairy got up and called for the young man.

The young man was very afraid at first when he saw the
giant but when he realized that the giant was dead, he took
courage again. When the fairy saw how brave the young man
was, she fell in love with him at once. She said, “You have
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saved me from that horrible giant. I would like to marry you.”

The young man was delighted. They were ready to leave
the hall. He planned to leave through the stream the way he
had come in, but the fairy showed him the secret entrance in
the wall. As soon as they had left the palace the wall closed
again and they happily went on their way. But then the fairy
told him she was only one of three fairies, the other two of
whom were held by the giant’s brothers beyond the distant
mountain. She added that no human being could reach that
place.

But the young man was determined to save them too, so
both set off together towards those mountains to save the other
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fairies in a similar manner. These two fairies also fell in love
with the young man and asked him to marry them. He took all
three fairies to the city and introduced his new wives to the
princess. The princess was very pleased and they all celebrated
for several days.

Then the king of the city learned that the farmer’s son was
back in the city. He thought it was time to call for the young
man and kill him. He ordered his minister to see to it. The
minister summoned the young man and told him, “Look here
lad, the king has commanded you to bring a tray full of special
gaqa flowers. Make sure that you do it or you will be killed by
tomorrow morning.”

The young man went home worried and anxious. All the
way home he thought about the king’s order and how to fulfill
it. When he got home his wives asked him why he was so
miserable. He told them about the king’s order, but one of the
fairies smiled and said, “Oh! Don’t worry about that. It is very
simple to prepare the flowers.” Pointing to another fairy she
said, “Whenever she laughs, gaga flowers come out of her
mouth.” So they begin tickling the fairy, who in turn started to
laugh hysterically as dozens of flowers fell out of her mouth.
They collected the flowers and put them on a tray for the
young man to take to the king. When the king saw that his
trick had not worked, he thought of something else. He told the
young man to go and bring him a tray of rubies that shine at
night. The king added that he would be killed if he failed to
accomplish the task. This time he was given one week. Again
the young man returned home sad and miserable. But one fairy
cut her finger to make it bleed and held it over a bucket of
water. As each drop of blood fell into the bucket of water it
changed to a ruby. The tray was soon filled with the precious
stones and the young man brought it to the king.

The king was enraged more than ever. He angrily ordered
the young man to bring him a tray of pearls from the sea. The
young man was again threatened with death if he failed to
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complete the order. He went home and told the story to his
wives.

They all determined again to save their husband. But it was
very difficult to find the pearls. One of the fairies could
produce pearls, but she could do so only when she wept
profusely. As each tear fell into the water it would turn into a
pearl. But the fairy could not be forced to cry for no reason.
She could only weep if she saw a tragic scene or if she was
beaten badly. But the princess, the young man’s first wife,
thought of a clever way to make the fairy weep. She asked her
husband to bring a knife and a sack of onions for the fairy to
peel and chop. She placed a bucket of water in front of the
fairy. This fairy hated onions and when she began to peel and
cut them up, the smell stung her eyes so much that her face
flooded with tears. As the tears fell into the bucket of water
they all turned into the pearls.

So the young man took the tray of pearls to the King,
happily thinking that he was finally free of the king’s ordeal.
But the king and his minister were sure that all the pearls in the
city together would not be enough to fill a tray and they would
have an excuse to kill the young man for not having carried
out the king’s order.

When the young man appeared with the tray of pearls for
the king, the king and his minister were extremely annoyed.
They tried to think of another way to kill the boy, so they
asked him to find out how to bring messages from their dead
ancestors.

The king asked him to find out about his deceased father,
while the minister asked him to find about his deceased
mother. The king again told the young man that he would be
killed if he failed to fulfill the order. The farmer’s son was
really disgusted with all of this and saw how useless it was. So
he thought of a way to kill himself in order to be free of all
these troubles. So he told the king that he would fulfill his
order on the condition that they make a huge fire in front of the
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palace. He would go to the roof and jump into the fire. After
forty days they would find him under the ashes with the
desired messages from their deceased parents. The king set a
date for this event. They heaped great quantities of wood and
coal in front of the palace and called all the people to gather to
see the farmer’s son perform a miracle. The king thought, “If
he can bring us messages from our dead ancestors, great.
Otherwise he will be burned to a crisp in the fire and we will
be rid of him.”

When the young man went home, sad and miserable, he
told his first wife about his decision. She was very anxious and
feared that her husband would finally be killed. She burst into
tears and told the whole story to the fairies. They were not
worried at all and even laughed. The king’s daughter was
surprised at this reaction but then they told her how they would
save him. After talking with the fairies and acting upon their
advice, the young man went to the king and asked the king and
his minister to write the information they wanted from their
dead parents on separate pieces of paper and put them in
separate envelopes. Then he would take them with him when
he jumped into the fire.

The appointed day arrived and a fire was made with tons of
wood burning in front of the palace. After special ceremonies,
the young man took the papers, climbed to the rooftop and
jumped into the fire. Not seen by any one else, the three fairies
caught him in midair. The king, the minister and all the people
around the fire thought that the young had perished in the fire.
The fairies took the young man home, opened all the
envelopes and wrote a special answer to each question. Then
they closed the envelopes and waited 40 days. After 40 days
the people gathered around the palace again for another
celebration. The king was anxiously waiting to receive
messages from his ancestors. Heaps of ashes lay in front of the
palace where the fire had burned. The fairies had secretly
hidden the young man under the ashes. The king ordered his
men to remove the ashes and find the man. When they
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removed the ashes they were shocked to find the young man
lying underneath entirely unhurt. They shook the ash from his
clothes and took him to the king. They added that the
messages were the correct answers to the questions about their

dead ancestors. At first the king did not believe them, but
when he opened the envelopes he saw that they answered
exactly the information he had wanted.

The king asked the young man if he himself could perform
this miracle and visit his ancestors. The young man said, “Of
course you can, but you must prepare a fire again and jump
down into it yourself from the roof of the palace.” The king
consulted his ministers and they thought it would be sad not to
see their dead ancestors for themselves. They made
arrangements for the occasion, built a big fire and announced
to the whole city that the king, along with some his dignitaries,
would visit the dead and bring information from the other
world. Many other dignitaries of the court thought that they
should accompany the king on this grand journey. So a big
celebration was held. The fire burned fiercely when the king
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and his following jumped from the rooftop into the fire. They
were quickly burned to ashes.

After forty days the people gathered around the palace
thinking that the king and his companions would come out
safe and sound from the ashes. When they removed the ashes
they found only charred bones. They asked the young man
about this, he replied that the dead do not like cruel and greedy
people so they had refused to help them. The people were very
pleased to hear this and exclaimed how lucky they were to be
freed from the demands of a merciless king.

The farmer’s son was unanimously chosen as the new king
and lived happily ever after with his four queens.

Questions

1. How did the princess and the farmer’s son marry?

2. The princess accepted ‘her fate’ rather than returning to
her true lover. Was this a good decision? How do you
think her true lover felt? What would you have done?

3. Why did the King want to kill the farmer’s son? Had
the farmer’s son done anything wrong?  How
damaging is jealousy to a relationship? To a city? To
a country?

4. What acts of bravery did the farmer’s son display?
What was his reward?

5. How did his four wives help the farmer’s son? Did
they show any jealousy? Do you think this is realistic?

6. What lesson do we learn from the ending of the story?

Vocabulary
1. Brood G E
2. Charred A3 g Jled
3. Consult Ol Gy e e 50 )
4. Curse Caial ¢y
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Source: Folklore Magazine, 3" issue, 1975
Editor: Nisar Ahmad Baheen

Seeing the New Moon

The story of the new moon reflects an ancient
superstition that a person who sees the new moon on its
third night brings a bad omen on himself. Such a person
will be falsely accused by others. He can deter their slander
only by hearing this story from someone else.

Once upon a time, a king had seven wives but no children.
As he was shaving one day he noticed that his beard had
turned white. He began to cry with sadness. Just then his wise
minister entered and found him extremely sad. The minister
paused and then addressed the king, “Oh majesty, I have lived
for you, forgive my presumption.”

The king said, “You’re pardoned. Tell me what you want.”

“You look so sad today,” said the minister, “What’s the
problem?”

The king said, “Oh my wonderful minister, as I was shaving
today, | noticed that my beard has turned white. And I'm so
sad that neither you nor I have a son to rule our land after us.”

The minister grew sad. The king continued, “I have read in
the books that man is bound for the grave whether he likes it or
not. Go and saddle two horses so we can both go to a
cemetery.”
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The minister left the palace and soon returned with two
fast-paced horses. The two mounted their horses and traveled
to a cemetery where from a distance they noticed a shrine with
a banner flying over it.

“Let’s rest at this shrine for a few days,” said the king

The minister agreed. After tying their horses to a tree, they
entered the shrine where a Malang was sitting on ashes, his
hair long enough to cover all his body. He was preoccupied in
prayers and chants. The king and the minister greeted the
Malang, but he didn’t even nod his head in response. The king
motioned to the minister to sit down with him on the ashes.

The minister thought to himself, “The king must be very
sad. He’s crying all the time, and now he’s sitting on ashes.”

After a few moments, the Malang’s body shook, frightening
them both. He then turned to the king and addressed him by
name. “What’s on your mind that you’ve come from your high
position to this lowly place?”

When the king heard him mention his name, he was amazed
and fell down before the Malang. “How do you know my
name?” he asked. Without waiting for an answer, he added,
“And since you know my name, surely must you also know
why I’ve come here today.”

The Malang answered, “God will not give you what you
desire.” When the king realized that the Malang knew what he
wanted, he bowed low and wept, begging the Malang to pray
on his behalf that God would grant him children. The Malang,
who was a Sufi chief, put his head on his knees and fell into a
deep meditation. After awhile, he said to the king, “I see no
children written in your destiny.”

The king wept and pleaded more and more for the Malang
to pray on his behalf.

The Malang told the king he should wait till tomorrow, and
then fell back into a deep mediation. The minister turned to the
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king and said, “Let’s return tomorrow morning and see what
the Malang will say.”

The king noticed it was getting dark but the Malang
continued to pray. The king slowly got up and as he left the
shrine, he said to his minister, “Go home and tell my family

where we are. I will stay here to see what God wants of us.”

But the minister replied, “Your Majesty. It is not
appropriate for the king of such a vast territory to spend the
night here among the ashes. We should both return to the city
and I will come back here tomorrow morning.”

The king agreed and so the two returned to the king’s
palace. The next morning, after saying his prayers, the minister
mounted his horse and rode to the shrine. But the Malang
wasn’t at the shrine. The minister waited and waited but the
Malang didn’t show up.

The unfortunate minister who had seen the new moon on its
third night but had completely forgotten about it, stayed at the
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shrine for three days. Finally, he returned to the king’s court
bitterly disappointed. The king hurried to receive him
personally and inquired about his visit. The minister explained
that he had not seen the Malang although he had waited at the
shrine for three days. The king was furious at his minister and
blamed him for this. He said, “I told you that I should stay
there but you didn’t let me. You forced me to leave the shrine.
I’ll give you forty days time,” added the king. “If you haven’t
found the Malang by then, I will kill you.”

Deeply embarrassed and upset, the minister prepared
provisions for his journey and went back to that shrine. He sat
in the Malang’s chamber and waited. One day passed, two
days, three days, ten days, twenty days, thirty days, and thirty
nine days! Finally the fortieth day passed, but still no Malang.
The king sent his soldiers to bring the minister back. They
dragged him into the court where the king ordered them to
hang the minister with his head and feet bare. They grabbed
the unfortunate minister and dragged him towards the gallows
to hang him. The people were surprised to see this and thought
the king must be mad that he would hang his own minister.
The minister begged for forgiveness to the king but to no avail.
He then asked the hangman to give him time, at least to
perform prayers of thanksgiving. After he had finished his
prayers, he stretched his hands towards Mecca and said, “Oh,
chief of the Sufis, it’s because of you that they’re killing me
today. On judgment day, | will appeal to you.” He then walked
hopelessly towards the gallows. Suddenly, with a flash and a
crash, the Malang appeared. The minister looked astonished
and rushed towards him, falling at his feet.

He said, “The king wants to kill me because you
disappeared! Please save my life.” The Malang was enraged
and kicked the gallows. He grabbed the minister and the two
made their way to the king’s court.

At the palace gate, the Malang told the king’s stewards to
tell the king that a Sufi wanted to see him. The stewards
informed the king but was too distressed that he still had no
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son, that he had lost his good minister and that the Malang had
disappeared. He didn’t care to see anyone so he said, “Give
him what ever he wants.”

But the Malang wasn’t just going to accept food, clothes or
other gifts. He insisted that he wanted to see the king. He told
the stewards to inform the king that the Sufi chief had come to
see him. When the king heard this, he jumped up, ran outside
and fell at the Malang’s feet. The Malang pulled him up to his
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feet and said, “And so, when God does not give you a son, you
go and murder a human being?”

The king apologized profusely, “I appeal to you, oh Sufi
chief. Pray that God will give us children.”

The Sufi chief gave a stick to the king and said, “In your
orchard you have an old dried tree. Strike that tree three times
with this stick. The tree will give you two apples. You and
your first wife should eat one apple. Give the other to your
minister to eat with his first wife. God willing, you both will
become fathers.”

The Malang left while the king and his minister went to the
orchard. He found the old tree, struck it once and immediately
the tree turned green. He struck it again and leaves appeared
everywhere on the tree. After the third strike the tree grew two
apples. The king picked them and gave one to his minister.

That night the king and his wife ate the apple before going
to bed. So did the minister and his wife.

Both wives became pregnant and each gave birth to a son.
The king was immensely pleased and ordered a huge
celebration for the occasion for seven days. After the
celebrations the king ordered his minister to build a nursery for
where nannies could nurse them and tutors could teach them.
After the place was built, the two newborns spent their days
with nannies and tutors. The two children had to stay inside
the nursery, with doors and windows always closed, so they
never saw the light of day.

One day one of the tutors secretly made a hole in the wall
and went through it when the children were asleep. When they
woke up, they noticed a beam of sunlight coming through the
hole that formed a bright spot on the floor. The prince thought
maybe a new guest had come to their house. They both tried to
catch the sun spot with their caps. They tried hard but by the
time the sun moved away they both were exhausted and fell
asleep. The tutor came home to find his pupils asleep. When
he woke them up they said that a guest had come to their house
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but they couldn’t catch it. The tutor knew what they meant. He
laughed and told the boys what it really was. He then told the
prince about the big country and cities beyond the walls and
that his father was the king and other boy’s father was a
minister. The prince complained, “Why are we forced to stay
here?”

The tutor promised he would ask the king to let them out of
the nursery. He added, “But be careful not to fight with each
other.”

When the king heard how the two boys had tried to catch
the sunlight, he laughed and told the story to his minister. They
decided to bring their sons out of the solitary confinement with
great pomp and ceremony. The city was decorated with
mirrors and lights. The king and his minister embraced and
kissed their sons and offered them a seat next to themselves.
The tutor sat at the king’s left side. The boys asked questions
about all that was new to them, while the tutor answered them.
The courtiers brought gifts to for the boys and congratulated
the king and the minister.

The two boys overheard some one talking about hunting
and asked their tutor what hunting meant. The tutor laughed.
The king wondered why the tutor was laughing. When he
heard that the prince had asked about hunting, he ordered that
the two boys be taken on a hunting trip.

The next morning the two boys went hunting.

However, the minister had again seen the new moon on its
third night but had forgotten about it. Just then someone
brought some melons to the court as a gift. The minister
thought to himself that if he would serve the king with fresh
melons during this time of festivity and joy, then the king
would be delighted. And so, the minister sliced the melons in a
tray, covered them with a cloth and sent the tray to the king.
The knife was still on the tray, piercing a melon slice.
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The king was very pleased. But bad luck lay ahead! As the
king pulled back the cover, it looked like two decapitated
heads lying on the tray. The king thought that the heads
belonged to the two boys and that the knife was piercing the
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prince’s eye. Shocked, the king shut his eyes with his hands
and shouted, “Tell the executioner to cut off the minister’s
head and bring it to me.” The king’s men rushed out to drag
the minister to the execution ground, his head and feet bare.
The unfortunate minister had no idea what his sin had been
and asked the executioner about it. But he too had no idea. The
people wondered again that the king must be mad. Sometimes
he celebrates with his minister, and then the next thing you
know, he’s ready to execute him. At the execution grounds the
minister begged for the executioner to let him say his prayers
before he was put to death. Permission was granted and so the
minister went to the river to wash before his prayers.

Here by the river, he saw an old woman holding a jug with
forty spouts in her hand. To his astonishment, the moon was
entering the jug from one of the spouts and coming out from
another spout. The old woman was in a daze, watching it. The
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minister felt sympathy for her and asked her why the moon
was bothering her like this. The old woman said that she had
seen the new moon on its third night and she couldn’t find
someone to tell them about it. She said, “That’s why the moon
is bothering me and won’t let me do my ablutions.”

The minister said, “I’'m ready to listen. You tell me the
story of the new moon on the third night, so you can be free
from your troubles. Then maybe | can find a way out of my
misery, because I don’t know what I did wrong.”

The old woman asked him to interrupt the story every now
and then by saying “nonsense.” (In this way one is supposed to
be able to nullify the effect of the three night’s moon.)

And so, she started the story:

“Once upon a time a merchant was on his way back to his
house after a long journey. Along the way, he and his caravan
set up camp so he could rest. After resting a bit, he had to go to
relieve himself. He saw a huge black snake vexing and hurting
a very beautiful snake. The beautiful snake was trying to
escape from the black snake.”

The minister said, “Nonsense!”

The old woman continued, “The merchant waited to see if
the beautiful snake could escape from the ugly black snake,
but it couldn’t. The merchant grabbed his sword from its
scabbard and was about to slice the ugly snake into two. But
instead he hit the beautiful snake and cut off the end of its
tail.”

“Nonsense!” interrupted the minister.

“Both snakes escaped but the merchant felt very sad what
he had done. He went back to his caravan and set off to the
city,” continued the old woman.

“Nonsense,” said the minister.
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“When the merchant reached home, his wife noticed that
the merchant was very miserable and asked what had
happened. He said nothing about the snakes.

“Now about the snakes, the beautiful snake was the wife of
the snake chief. When she reached home the chief saw her tail
was cut off. When he heard what had happened, the chief
snake was enraged. He twisted and turned and changed
himself into a scorpion. As a scorpion, he went to the
merchant’s house and hid himself inside one of the merchant’s
shoes so that he could sting the merchant and take revenge.”

“Nonsense!” said the minister.

Just then the king’s soldiers rushed to the executioner with
the order to cut the minister’s head immediately. The minister
requested the executioner to give him a few moments so that
the old woman could finish her story. The executioner agreed
and so the old woman continued:

“After dinner the merchant said his evening prayer. His
wife asked him again why he was so sad. The merchant told
her the story of the ugly snake bothering the beautiful snake
and how he had cut off the tail of the wrong snake. When the
chief snake, who was hiding in the shoe as a scorpion, heard it,
he knew the merchant was innocent. He crawled out of the
shoes, jerked to one side and turned to the merchant saying,
‘Don’t be afraid. I am the husband of that beautiful snake
whose tail you cut off. Since you are innocent, please come
with me to my palace and show me the snake who was
bothering the queen.’ ”

The minister said “Nonsense!”

The woman continued, “The merchant went to the chief
snake’s palace. Here, the chief snake ordered that all the
snakes in his territory should parade in front of him. As the
snakes paraded by, the merchant looked for the black snake
who had tried to kill the beautiful snake. But he couldn’t find
it. The chief snake ordered his men to search every nook and
crook of his territory and find any snake who had not come to
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the parade. They eventually found the black snake but he
refused to come. This made the chief snake even angrier. He
ordered that his strongest snakes bring the black snake in by
force. The merchant recognized him at first sight and said he
was the one who had hurt the queen snake.”

The minister said, “Nonsense!”

The old woman continued her story: “The chief snake
ordered that the rest of the snakes attack the black one and tear
him into pieces. The chief snake thanked the merchant and
accepted him as his brother. The merchant went home satisfied
and told the whole story to his wife.”

When the old woman reached this part of the story, the
moon came out of the jug’s spout and went back up to the sky.
The old woman prayed for the minister, “May you be saved
from slander as the merchant was saved from false
accusation.” They both said “Amen!” Then the minister left
the old woman, did his ablutions and performed his prayers.

Just then, back at the king’s palace, the prince and the
minister’s son returned from hunting their prey in their hands.
The king was astonished to see them. He rubbed his eyes and
removed the cover from the tray. To his utter shock, he only
saw the melon slices in the tray.

The king immediately ordered his soldiers to rush out and
halt the execution. The men rushed to the execution grounds
and asked the executioner to halt. But the executioner thought
the king’s men wanted him to hurry up. So, he raised his
sword ready to cut off the minister’s head. But the king’s men
grabbed his hand and saved the minister’s life. They took the
minister back to the king, who received him with apologies.
The minister thanked God that twice he had escaped from the
jaws of death. He realized that all his troubles were caused
because he had seen the new moon on its third night.

The king made his minister a king in his place and he
stepped down to be the minister in order to compensate for all
the trouble he had caused.
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God saved the minister from slander. May He save us as
well.

Questions

1. What made the king sad early in the story?

2. Was the minister at fault for not finding the Malang?
Why or why not?

3. What quality made the king seem mad?

4. What did the old woman’s story have in common with
the minister’s?

5. How does he king compensate the minister for his
troubles? Would this satisfy you?

Vocabulary
1. Banner odia
2. Beam gl cgip
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What’s Happened to my
Bride?

Many years ago, somewhere in the land of Hazarestan,
lived two brothers, one very rich and the other very poor. One
night the rich brother prepared a great feast of lamb for his
poor brother. When the food was ready, the rich brother
thought about his poor brother’s wife and said to himself, “She
must be very hungry sitting alone in her house.” Realizing she
was pregnant and her feelings might be hurt, he ordered his
wife to send her some food. But out of spite and envy, his wife
sent a pot of dirty dishwater instead of the food. When the
poor man reached home at midnight, he asked his wife
cheerfully, “Did you get your food?”

Tears flooded her face as she showed him the dirty
dishwater. The man was furious at his sister-in-law and was
about to go back and insult her, but he remembered the
proverb, “Better to change your home than to exchange
words.” He packed his goods that very night and moved away
with his wife in hand.
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They walked and walked far into a desert. To their
misfortune, the woman began to groan with labor pains. In
desperation the man prayed, “O God! What should I do with
this woman who is about to have a child?”

His wife groaned in pain. The man was utterly confused
and did not know what to do. She needed food and a
nursemaid. But the desert had nothing but sand and clay.

Realizing that waiting around was useless, he left his wife to
the care of God and set out to find some help. She stayed back,
all alone in the dark desert night. Suddenly three fairies
appeared and said, “Don’t worry, we are here to help.”
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The woman couldn’t believe it. She thought, “I am but the
wife of a poor and helpless man. Why would | receive honor
from fairies to come and help me?”

The fairies quickly built a magnificent palace in the middle
of the desert. Then they helped her to deliver her baby. The
little baby’s face shone like the full moon. The mother lay in
her silk sheets and watched as each fairy cuddled the girl in
turn and kissed her. The fairies named her “Gulpari” (Flower-
fairy) and then left.

On the other side of the desert, the poor man had not found
any signs of life. Tired and upset, he returned where he had
left his wife. He looked everywhere, but found no trace of her.
He thought a pack of wolves had torn her to pieces, but he
found no drops of blood on the ground. Feeling hopeless and
devastated, he suddenly noticed a magnificent palace in front
of him. Staring in shock, he said, “Why haven’t | seen this
palace yet? Must be some sort of magic. But what has
happened to my pregnant wife? Maybe someone in the palace
knows.”

“Either I find my wife or I lose my life,” he said to himself.
“I will knock at the palace gate—even if a monster opens the
door and eats me.” He walked around the palace three times
but he could not find its gate. The palace was magnificent, like
a crystal in the desert, but he couldn’t find a door. He noticed
one hair hanging from the palace wall. The man wondered if
this strand of hair on the palace wall held some secret. When
he pulled on it, suddenly a gate opened and he heard a voice
from inside say, “Come in! It is your house.”

He recognized his wife’s voice but he was still afraid. It
was unbelievable! His wife was dressed in princess’s clothes,
lying on a beautiful bed with a sweet baby sleeping calmly
beside her. The man was speechless. His wife smiled and said,
“Relax! God helped us. This is our palace and the baby is our
child.” The man, lost in happiness, thanked God and cuddled
his baby daughter. Their life changed to joy and prosperity.
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Years passed and Gulpari grew up to be a beautiful young
girl.

One day, as the prince was hunting near the palace, his eyes
fell on Gulpari. What a beauty! Her face shone like the full
moon. One glance stole the prince’s heart. He trembled from
head to foot. An arrow of love had pierced his heart for the
first time.

When he returned home that night, he sat alone as if he
were sick, refusing to eat or do anything. His father was
surprised to see him so depressed and pale as the prince was
usually full of energy. The prince told his father about his new
love and asked him to inquire about her. The king thought his
request foolish and emotional. “It is not good for a prince to
marry a common girl. If you wish to marry, let me find a real
princess for you,” said his father.

The prince, desperately in love, paid no attention to his
father’s words, but insisted even more. Finally, the king agreed
and sent his minister to the girl’s house for asking for her hand
in marriage. Everyone agreed and they planned the wedding
day.

Finally, the day of the wedding came. The whole city joined
in the celebration. The prince, accompanied with some elders,
went to Gulpari’s palace where they held a simple ceremony.
The guests returned but the bridegroom remained in his father-
in-law’s house for a few days. Although the father loved his
daughter more then his own body, he knew he could not keep
her at home forever. She belonged to someone else now. He
turned to the prince and said, “Go, and may God keep you! |
thank God again and again that my daughter leaves my house
with dignity and a good name.” Gulpari wept as she said good-
bye to her parents. As the prince and the bride mounted their
horses, the father gave them one final advice: “Do not stay at a
stranger’s house for the night.”

The ride back to the king’s palace was long—two full days.
As they rode on their hearts beamed with hope and love. In the
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evening as the sun was setting, the young couple, tired from
the long journey, looked for a place to rest. Suddenly they saw
a light in the foothills. The prince said, “Let’s spend the night
there.”

“Have you forgotten what my father said?” asked the bride.

“Don’t worry, nothing will happen. Your father is too
cautious.”

Nothing could stop the prince from his decision. When they
reached the light, an old bent-over lady met them. The prince
said, “Can you give us a place for the night?”

“Yes, please come in. It’s your house,” she replied.

The old lady was a witch. She began to make an evil plan
when she found out who her guests were. She had an ugly
daughter named Padmaka and two younger sons. Padmaka’s
face was black as a crow. A donkey navel hang from her
forehead. Every one knew she was a woman of bad behavior.
No one wanted to marry her.

That evening the witch served her guests with an open
hand. In the morning when the sun rose, the witch got out and
shouted loudly, “Look at those partridges! Too bad we don’t
have a hunter here!”

When the prince heard this, he immediately went out but
didn’t see any partridge. The witch said, “The partridges must
have flown away.”

The prince was an avid hunter and forgot everything else as
he rode out to look for the partridges. The witch smiled to
herself. She sat beside Gulpari and praised her lovely clothes.
Then she said, “My Padmaka is grown up now. | want her to
get married. I don’t know how she looks in wedding clothes.”

Gulpari replied, “I’m sure she must look beautiful.”
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The witch grabbed her chance and said, “Gulpari! Your
husband is out now. Why don’t you let your sister Padmaka try
your clothes on now, so I can see how she looks.” Unaware of
the witch’s plan, Gulpari took her wedding clothes off and let
Padmaka try them on. The witch whispered something through

her lips and immediately the bride turned into a stone. The
witch put her in the corner of the room.

When the heedless prince returned, he thanked the witch
and got ready to leave. Padmaka, who was wearing Gulpari’s
clothes and a full veil, accompanied him. The prince did not
notice that she was not Gulpari, but Gulpari’s horse sensed that
something was different, so it did not let Padmaka mount. The
prince got angry and whipped the horse, but it still refused.
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Finally the prince mounted Gulpari’s horse and Padmaka rode
his. Before this, the witch had ordered his sons to hide up
ahead and when the prince passed by one of them should make
a sound like a crow and the other like a donkey.

As they rode along, the prince noticed a crow’s sound and
then a donkey’s bray, but he kept riding, thinking only of his
wife.

When they arrived at the king’s palace, the women gathered
to welcome the new bride. All of them were eagerly waiting to
see this beautiful face, the one that the prince had preferred
over everyone else. The prince’s mother stepped forward to
unveil her face and kiss her. When she removed the veil, she
screamed and fell to the ground. Who was this ugly, black face
with a donkey navel hanging from the forehead? The women
bit their lips and looked to each other nervously. The prince
face grew white. He wished the ground would open up and he
could disappear. This was not his bride! Gulpari was a like the
full moon. He ordered everyone to leave before they started to
mock him. Shaking with anger, he yelled at the bride, “You
indecent deceiver! You urchin! Why are you doing to me?
You have disgraced me in front of others? Where is the beauty
I saw on your face at your parent’s house? You are not a
human! You’re a witch!”

A tear fell from the “bride’s” face. She said, “How is this
my fault? My parents raised me like a flower. | was lovely like
a flower. But when I fell into your hands you didn’t take care
of me. Let me complain. You didn’t even notice what
happened on the way here.”

“What happened to you?”

“Didn’t you hear the crow on the way? The crow brings bad
luck. You should have killed it, but you didn’t. So my lovely
face became as black as a crow.”

The prince cursed himself when he heard this. Padmaka
continued weeping, “When we passed the crow, a donkey

www.takbook.com



www.takbook.com
56 Tte Menctiant's Dangliter

brayed. You should have killed the donkey but you didn’t. The
donkey also brings bad spells, and that’s why I got this navel.”

The prince calmed down. He blamed himself for what had
happened and now he had to suffer punishment. But he longed
for his beloved. What he should do now? Should he kill her
and get rid of her forever or suffer the pain and shame of what
he had done. After intense agony, he decided that he would
live with her whatever the pain.

Gulpari, on the other hand, was now a stone. The witch had
thrown the stone into a corner, but one day when the witch was
sweeping her room, she threw the stone into the garbage. Just
then an old lady walked by the garbage and noticed the stone.
She thought, “A good stone for a pestle!” She took it home to
smash her dry bread. The old lady lived alone. She had to
work all day to get enough food. Her life was the same, day
after day, but as soon as she brought the stone home, her life
changed and took on new color. When she came home in the
evenings, her room was clean and swept. She grew curious,
wondering what was going on.

One day the old lady hid herself in the room. Suddenly a
beautiful girl appeared from the closet and started cleaning and
sweeping the room. The woman grabbed the girl’s hands and
said, “Tell me, are you a human or a fairy?”

The girl was none but Gulpari. She sighed, “O mother! I’'m
a human like you. But something terrible happened.” She then
explained everything and asked the old lady to adopt her has
her daughter. The old lady was thrilled at this request as if the
entire world had been given to her. She had been so lonely all
by herself. So Gulpari and the old lady lived together for a
long time.

One evening Gulpari stood at their door when a rider passed
and shocked Gulpari. It was the prince riding Gulpari’s horse!
Gulpari’s heart pounded and her hands and feet began to
shake. After all these years of separation, she saw her disloyal
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beloved. Gulpari was desperate to get his attention, but her
sense of modesty kept her from calling out.

She had to do something to attract the prince’s attention.
She ran to the old women and told her what she had seen.
“When he comes back, stand in his way and ask him to give
his horse so you can take care of it,” Gulpari said.

The old woman objected, “But how can we take care of his
horse and give it food? We don’t have a stable or any pasture.”

“Just take the horse. It’s up to me to find food,” said
Gulpari.

The old woman trusted Gulpari’s word. So when the prince
returned from hunting, the old woman stood in his way and
said, “I’m a poor lady. I do not beg, but work. Let me take of
your horse this winter.”

The prince replied, “You don’t know how much I value this
horse. And now you want me to hand it over to you? It may
die of starvation!”

But the old woman kept on insisting till she convinced the
prince. But he warned her, “Okay, you take care of my horse,
but if anything happens to the horse, I will kill you!”

The old woman handed the horse to Gulpari. She was so
excited that she caressed its mane and spoke to it, “Where
were you my dear horse? Don’t worry, now you are under my
care. | will nurse you like flowers.”

Three months passed and spring came. The prince thought
of his horse again. “I wonder if the old woman was able to
provide for my horse in the harsh winter?” he thought to
himself. He blamed himself for leaving the horse with the old
woman and decided to check up on the horse. When he arrived
at the old woman’s place, he noticed his horse was well fed, its
skin shining. “How could this frail old woman take care of my
horse so well?” he asked himself. When he asked her to
explain it, she avoided the question because she wanted to get
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a healthy payment for her work from the prince. Then she said,
“Stay here and you’ll see the secret you are looking for.”

The prince waited. Suddenly the stable door opened and a
beautiful girl stepped out, her face shining like the full moon.

tresses flowed down her shoulders. “I must have seen her

before,” the prince said to himself, but he couldn’t remember
where. She walked gracefully toward him and stroked the
horse’s mane. Then she went to the horse manger and washed
her hands. Suddenly fresh grass started to grow where she had
touched the manger. It grew so fast soon the whole manger
was full of fresh grass. The prince grew impatient. He grabbed
her wrist and said, “Tell me, by God, who’s given you this
beauty? Are you human, an angel or a fairy?”
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She was none but Gulpari! A tear trickled down her eyes as
she said to herself, “How could I have lived without him!”
Then she told him all that had happened to her. Both joy and
shame overwhelmed the prince. His foolishness had caused
Gulpari to suffer so much pain. But despite all this he was
overjoyed that he had finally found his Gulpari.

She was still as beautiful as ever. The prince was resolute
that he had to make up for the past. So he turned to her and
said, “Can we let go of the past and make a new future for us?
Let’s go to the palace and start our new life again.” Both knew
they were meant for each other. They bared their hearts, love
flowing from their eyes. The old woman didn’t want to let
Gulpary go, but with her teary eyes she bade them farewell
and told them not stay at a stranger’s house for the night.

Both mounted the horse and set out on their new life.
Everything looked green and colorful before them. Their
sorrow was gone. The mountains seemed more beautiful than
ever, the valleys looked spectacular. Even the dust and thorns
of the desert looked beautiful to them.

They traveled all day until darkness covered the entire
desert with a black curtain. Gulpari said, “It is getting dark.
We had better stop. Traveling at night is dangerous.”

This time, though, the prince had learned his lesson. He
kept riding and safely brought Gulpari back to the palace.

As they approached the palace, the prince said to Gulpari,
“One thing remains undone. The source of all our problems is
the witch and her daughter. It is time for justice. How should |
kill the witch?”

Gulpari said, “You can only kill her by fire. Only fire will
clean her evil. Fill a pot full of water and put it over the fire.
When the water boils tell Padmaka to take a bath because you
want to visit her mother. When she’s near the pot, say ya
mawla and throw her into the hot water. Gather her bones and
take them to her mother.”
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Gulpary gave him a mirror, a comb and a salt stone in case
he faced danger. The prince immediately followed Gulpary’s
instructions and threw Padmaka the boiling pot of water. He
put her bones into a bag and took them to her mother. When
the prince reached the witch’s house, she was weaving a
carpet. He showed her the bag and said, “A gift from
Padmaka. She is coming tomorrow.”

He left right away. The witch said her sons, “See what
Padmaka has sent.”

The eldest opened the bag and was shocked.

“Why are you so shocked?” shouted the witch. “What’s
inside?”

He son said, “It’s a body. The hair is messed up, the teeth
are smashed. It looks like Padmaka!”

The witch was enraged. She smashed her carpet comb on
the eldest son’s head and killed him. The youngest son looked
into the bag but the witch killed him as well. Finally she
looked to see the gift Padmaka had sent. She was shocked at
what she saw-her daughter-the hair all messed up and the teeth
smashed.

Desperate to avenge the prince, she chased him and soon
caught up with him. The prince sense the witch would capture
him so he threw the salt behind him. The salt turned into a
huge mountain, blocking the witch’s way.

The witch shouted, “How did you cross the mountain, my
son?”

“I licked it with my tongue till I made a hole in it,” said the
prince.

The witch started licking the mountain. Soon she made a
hole and went through it. She chased the prince again and
almost caught up. The prince threw his comb behind him. It
turned into a desert of thorns in front of the witch. She
shouted, “How did you cross these thorns, my son?”
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“I cut down the thorns with my teeth and kept going,”
replied the prince.

That’s what the witch did and soon she had caught up to the
prince again. The prince threw the mirror at the witch, and it
turned into a huge river appeared in front of her. She cried out,
“How did you cross the river, my son?”

“I tied a mill stone to my feet and crossed the river,” he
answered.

The witch tied two big stones to her feet and jumped into
the river. The stones sank in the water and dragged the witch
down with them.

And so the source of evil was destroyed.

The door of joy opened up for the prince. With a heart of
love, he returned to his one true love, Gulpari. They gave their
hands of love to each other and started their lives anew
together.

Questions

28. What was the prince’s big mistake?
29. How did the old lady help the princess?
30. Why did the princess forgive the prince?

31. Have you ever forgiven a friend’s mistake? Was it
worth or not?

Vocabulary
1. Cautious Lliaa
2. Full moon I ola
3. Cuddle BB TIANY
4. Curious S8aiS
5. Dishwater — (zsié kol
6. Disloyal Wy o
7. Emotion Ol 5 laal
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Original Title: The Merchant’s Daughter
Original English Version: N. Sahraii

Source: Folklore Magazine, 2" and 3" issues, 1973
Editor: Nisar Ahmad Baheen

Betrayal in a Public Bath,
Love at Spring

Once upon a time, a rich merchant had a very beautiful
daughter, whose voice no man had heard. No one had even
laid eyes on her veil, never mind her face.

One day the merchant decided to leave their home to
another country for trade. He took his young son with him.
Before leaving, the merchant reminded his daughter that the
neighbor butcher would bring a certain amount of meat to the
house while he was away. Every day while the merchant and
his son were gone, the butcher brought the required amount of
meat, knocked on the door and gave the meat to the
merchant’s wife or handmaiden. One day the merchant’s wife
had gone to the public bath and the servant was elsewhere
when the butcher knocked on the door. Since no one else was
at home, the daughter opened the door and took the meat from
the butcher. As soon as the butcher saw her through the crack
in the door, he helplessly fell in love with her, as they say, not
once but a hundred times. The butcher lost sleep both night
and day. He didn’t know what to do. He knew that his love
was hopeless because her father would not give the girl to him
in marriage.

www.takbook.com



www.takbook.com
64 Ttie Menctinnt's Daugliter

Now it so happened that occasionally an old woman would
visit the butcher’s house. Her main duty was to find men for
unmarried girls. One day she asked the butcher why he looked

so sad and miserable. The butcher told her the whole story and
gave her a lot of money with the request that she would help
him get that girl. The old woman promised him that in one
way or another she would claim the girl for him. This woman
went to the merchant’s house and cleverly became very
intimate with the girl. She became so much part of the family
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that the girl considered her as an aunt. And the old woman
even called the merchant’s daughter her niece.

One day she told the merchant’s daughter, “My dear niece,
you look so tired and upset today. Let’s go out for a walk in
the market and see what we can find.” On another day she took
her to different place for fresh air. She kept on doing this till
she had earned the girl’s full confidence. Finally one day she
said to her, “My dear niece, I want to go to the public bath
today and I’d like you to come with me.” At first, the girl
refused, but the old woman kept on insisting till she agreed to
come.

Now the clever old woman had reserved the whole bath and
hid the butcher inside the water container. She told him that
she would bring the girl into the bath and would lock the door
behind them, and then he could be free with no interruptions.
When the girl entered the bath, the old woman said, “Oh dear,
I forgot something outside. Just stay here, I’ll quickly run and
fetch it and be back in a moment.”

She hurried out and locked the door from the outside. The
girl was only wearing her bathing clothes when suddenly the
butcher stepped out behind the water container and stood
before her. The girl was very wise and clever and immediately
sensed that the old woman had played a trick on her. She said
to the young butcher, “Oh my, it’s you! Good morning. How
good it is to see you here!” She added that ever since the day
she had seen him, she had always been thinking about him.
The butcher was very pleased and said how much in love he
was with her. He told her how delighted he was that they could
meet again. The girl continued, “You must be very tired. I'll
bring some water to pour over you so you can wash properly.”
The butcher was even more pleased. He sat down on the
marble floor as the girl pour water over him with a big heavy
copper pitcher. After doing this a few times, she filled the
pitcher with hot water and poured it over him. Then she hit
him hard over the head with the pitcher till blood covered his
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face. She dressed quickly, broke down the door and hurried
home.

About an hour later, the old woman thought, “I need to see
what the butcher is doing.” Astonished, she found that the door
of the bath opened and the butcher trying to get up from the
floor, his face streaming with blood. Visibly upset, the old
woman helped get him dressed. Then they both went to his
house. They were very angry with the girl but also afraid that
the girl would write the entire story to her father. So they
quickly wrote a letter to the merchant themselves:

Dear merchant, my friend! As you requested, | brought
meat to your house everyday and fulfill my duty to your
family. But I can’t tolerate what is going on in the house

of my honorable friend. No longer can | keep hidden the

fact that your one and only daughter has friendships

with a number of young men of the area. I'm afraid if
she continues, she will bring terrible shame to your
family.

When the merchant read the letter, he was furious,
believing what the butcher had written. He told his son the
story, who too was very much ashamed and upset. The
merchant told him, “Look son, this girl has left us with no
choice. It’s impossible to defend her bad reputation in any
way. There’s only one thing we can do which will give me
peace. Go home and tell my daughter that I’'m longing to see
her. In this way, she will agree to travel to this country. When
you are out of the city, somewhere in the desert, take this
knife, slit her throat and fill this bottle with her blood”. He
then added with bitter rage, “When I drink her blood, | will be
able to relieve my pain.”

He gave him the knife and bottle and the son left. When he
reached home, he told his sister that his father was very
anxious to see her. Believing her brother, she was very pleased
and felt that she should go with him to see her father. She
gathered some belongings and the two of them set out on their
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journey and after traveling a long time they came to a desert.
In the desert the merchant’s son told her the truth. He held the
knife in his hands and said that he had to kill her. The girl said,
“My dear brother, if you and my father want to kill me, [ am
ready to sacrifice myself. But | want you to know this: the
accusation you heard is baseless. I have been falsely accused.”

When he heard his sister’s pleading, the brother felt deep
sorrow for her. He decided to let her go, but in order to follow
his father’s order, he killed a pigeon, poured its blood in the
bottle and took it to him. The merchant drank the blood and
sighed deeply, “Now I am at peace.”

Meanwhile, the merchant’s daughter wandered in the vast
desert for days and days and became very thirsty and hungry.
Finally in the distance she saw some trees. As she came close,
she noticed a beautiful spring of cold water with a clear pool in
front of it. She washed her hands and face and quenched her
thirst as she drank the fresh, cool water.

Suddenly dust began to rise in the far distance. Horses were
galloping towards the oasis. It a short time, she realized a
prince and his men were approaching. She kept quiet. But
before the horsemen came too near, she climbed a tree by the
side of spring. When the horsemen reached the spring, the
prince dismounted and ordered his men to move on while he
took a short rest. He would follow them later. While resting
near the pool of water, he suddenly saw the reflection of a very
beautiful girl on the water’s surface. He looked up and saw a
wonder to behold on a tree branch. For a long time, the prince
had been searching for a beautiful bride but he had not found
one so far. The merchant’s daughter stole his heart. He called
to her, “Who are you? What are you doing alone in this vast
desert? Come down.”

The girl climbed down the tree and pretended that she had
lost her way. But after a while she told the prince the whole
story. By this time the prince had completely fallen in love
with the girl. He shared his bread, cheese and meat with her
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and mounted the girl on the horse behind him. He rode hard
until they caught up with his men. At first his men were
surprised to see a woman with him, but when the prince told
them of their meeting they were relieved. As they set up camp
for the night, the prince advised his aide to pitch a special tent
for the girl and keep watch during the night so that no harm
would come to her.

But this aide was evil. That night when everyone was
asleep, he slowly crept into her tent. When the girl noticed
him, she asked in fright, “What do you want?”

The man said he simply wanted to make sure she was not
afraid. He added, “And would it be right to leave a pretty
young girl to sleep all by herself?”

The girl saw he only had evil intentions and was pushing
himself forward. But she kept her calm and said, “Okay, sir.
You really are a kind man to care for a poor girl like this.
Come, be my guest and sit here so | can talk with you.” The
man was delighted she showed interest in him and felt
vindicated in what he was trying to do. As the prince’s aide sat
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down beside the girl, she got up and said, “Stay here a minute.
I’ve got something very nice to get you.” She left the tent and
quickly made her way to the horses. She picked one of the
strongest, mounted him and rode to the town nearby.

The man waited a long time for her to return, but grew
impatient. He left the tent to see what was happening. The
horses started to neigh and woke up the guards. They noticed a
light in the girl’s tent, but were surprised to discover that the
prince’s horse was missing. Alarmed, they looked around but
found no trace of the horse. Worried at what had happened,
they kept quiet, but early the next morning the prince’s aide
reported that the merchant’s daughter had ran away with the
prince’s horse. He did not include the real reason why she had

fled.

The perceptive prince, however, had noticed signs of love
in the girl’s eyes and was certain she must have run away for a
reason. The prince and his men rode to the town. After riding
the whole day, they reached the town at dusk and dismounted
near a sarai (inn). The prince was searching everywhere to
find out why the girl had left. At the sarai, the innkeeper
provided the finest and largest rooms for the prince and his
men.

It so happened that the merchant’s daughter had stopped at
the same sarai for rest and food. Because she had no money,
she had covered her hair under a turban, rubbed some dirt on
her face and put on ragged clothes and asked the innkeeper to
hire ‘him’ as a servant. The innkeeper thought that she was a
kal bacha (boy who is bald) so he could hire ‘him’ for low
wages.

Before entering the town, the girl had left the horse far from
the inn. The prince was certain that he would find the girl
somewhere. And sure enough, one of his men reported to him
that his horse was found wandering on the outskirts of the city.
This information made the prince even more confident that he
would find the girl.
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That night the merchant’s daughter, now disguised as a kal
bacha, was asked to serve the prince and his entourage. After
she served had served them, she sat down at the door entrance.
After dinner the prince asked her for some entertainment,
“Hey kid, what skill and talents do you have that they hired
you here?”

“I can tell good stories,” said the girl.

The prince asked her to tell one but she suggested that she
would do it the next night. Although the prince did not
recognize her, he felt that he could investigate everything that
had happened right here at the inn. Early the next morning he
ordered his men to bring the merchant, his son and the butcher
to the inn. His orders were carried out. That evening the
merchant, his son and the butcher were brought to the prince.
He told them they were his guests for the night.

Drinking tea after dinner, the prince asked the kal-bacha to
tell them some stories. The kal-bacha said he would tell a
story only on certain conditions. “If you agree with my terms, |
will tell you a very interesting story,” he said. The way he
acted and spoke appealed to everybody and they all agreed to
accept his conditions. The kal bacha said his first condition
was that the door must be locked so no one could leave.
Secondly, he said that no one should say a word or go to sleep
why he told the story. Everyone accepted his conditions and so
he started telling the story called, “The Story of the Merchant’s
Daughter”—her own story in fact!

When the merchant’s son heard the story he realized what
was going on and wanted to say something but the kal-bacha
winked at him to keep quiet. In the middle of the story the
butcher’s face turned pale and he shouted, “Be quiet you dirty
boy. Your story is not in interesting at all'” The kal bacha
stopped and said, “I won’t continue because the butcher is
upset.”

The prince, however, ordered the butcher to stay quiet and
asked the kal-bacha to continue. The kal bacha continued but
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stopped when he reached the part about the prince’s aide. He
said the aide would get angry if he continued. The prince
ordered his aide to keep silent and asked the bacha to
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continue. When he reached the part where the girl disguised
herself as a boy and started working as a servant in the inn, the
merchant’s son rushed towards him, pulled the turban from the
lad’s head. Suddenly beautiful girl’s hair dropped onto the
bacha’s shoulders. Everybody was shocked to see the
merchant’s beautiful daughter. Immediately the prince grabbed
his sword from his scabbard and warned that no one move. He
held the girl in his arms and threatened to punish all who had
wronged her. The merchant’s mouth dropped open in shock.
He recognized his own daughter. Tears of joy streamed down
his cheeks.

The prince punished the butcher and his own aide for
treason and aggression. He then married the merchant’s
daughter.

God heard their wishes, may He also hear ours.
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Questions

1. How did the merchant’s daughter protect herself from
the butcher?

2. Why did the merchant want to kill his daughter? Was
this desire correct?

3. Where did the prince and merchant’s daughter meet?

4. What did the prince think when the merchant’s
daughter took his horse and run away? What would
you have thought?

5. In real life does God hear wishes? Why or why not?

Vocabulary

1. Aggression s

2. Confidence alicl

3. Disguise OIS A8LE el

4. Entourage oWl ea 5 lisg

5. Fetch Gl

6. Furious Sliada

7. Gallop Onol

8. Handmaiden _&Kieas ¢3S

9. Intimate saa oAl a s

10. Perceptive  (isa L5l

11. Plead ) s e el

12. Public bath (o« see alaa

13. Rag S

14. Scabbard oniad (a3l

15. Treason Caila

16. Veil BLENIWIEEN

17. Wink adia L 0 S 6 Ll ()0 ) Sadia

18. Wink ada L 0 S 6 Ll (0 ) Seadia
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Original Title: Ali Baba and Forty Thieves
Original English Version: M. Abdulhag Samimi
Source: Folk Stories, 1999

Recorded: M. Abdulhag Samimi

A Maid, Wiser than her
Master

Once upon a time two brothers, Ali Baba and Qasim, lived
in a small town in Persia. The two were hard working and
lived in peace, but they had one difference. Qasim was very
rich and a renowned merchant, while Ali Baba was very poor
and lived in hardship. To earn his daily bread and butter he
would go to the forest, cut wood and sell it the local market for
a small price.

One day as Ali Baba was on his way to cut wood in the
forest, he saw a number of thieves on the horseback racing
towards him as fast as the wind. Ali Baba was no coward but
he had never seen thieves before. He had only heard how cruel
thieves could be. Fearful as ever, Ali Baba climbed up a tree
nearby and hid himself among the branches. He was sure the
robbers had not seen him.

When the thieves came close, Ali Baba counted forty of
them. They dismounted and tied their horses to the trees and
bushes nearby. They gathered around their chief and followed
him to a huge rock where the chief shouted, “Open the door!”

Instantly a door opened into the rock. The thieves filed into
the cave one by one. Then chief looked around him to see if
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anybody was watching them entering the cave. Ali Baba under
the cover of branches and leaves was totally out of sight.

Ali Baba grew very curious why the thieves had entered the
cave. He waited for sometime. Finally he saw the thieves

0!
) s

%/ y/

0

7
/
,

v
/.
4

i =Y T
s
Ve

coming back and then, in an instant, they were all out of sight.

Ali Baba climbed down the tree and approached the rock.
Like the chief, he shouted, “Open the door!” At once the door
swung open.

Nervous and afraid, Ali Baba entered. He was astonished at
what he saw. Huge lamps lit the cave like sunlight. The cave
was stacked with piles of precious goods—rolls of silk and
costly carpets, heaps of gold and silver and bags of money.

Ali Baba loaded his donkeys with as much valuables and
gold and silver as he could and headed home. He thought to
himself, “Now I won’t have to sweat and labor just for my
daily bread.” He hurried home to surprise his wife.
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Ali Baba’s wife was beside herself with glee to see all this
treasure and could scarcely believe her eyes. “Fortune has at
last smiled on us!” she told her husband with a chuckle.

She started to count the money, but Ali Baba told her to
stop. “It’s too much to count,” he told his wife with joyful
pride.

“Let me borrow a pair of scales from your brother Qasim
and weigh the money. While I’'m away bury the treasure in the
ground,” she said.

Qasim’s wife was a very clever lady. She knew that Ali
Baba was very poor and could hardly make ends meet. She
wondered why they would need the scales. Wanting to find
out, she secretly spread some glue at the bottom of each scale.

Ali Baba’s wife weighed the gold and silver in the scales
little knowing that some pieces got stuck on the bottom of each
scale. As soon as she had finished, she returned the scales to
her sister-in-law.

In no time Qasim and his wife guessed that Ali Baba had
suddenly come into possession of much silver and gold. Qasim
and his wife were very greedy and jealous. Qasim met Ali
Baba and threatened to take him to the local court if he did not
tell him the secret of his newly acquired wealth. Poor Ali Baba
was caught in a trap. He realized it was best to disclose
everything to his brother.

The next day Ali Baba took Qasim to the cave and repeated
the words, “Open the door!” With great noise, the gate flew
open and Qasim quickly entered the cave. Greedily he grabbed
as much as he could from the vast treasure. He was so busy
loading his donkeys that he completely forgot the magical
words which would open the gate. As much as tried, he could
not remember, and the more he tried to remember, the more
confused he became. He was stuck in the cave.

The next day the thieves returned with more treasure. When
they opened the door Qasim tried to escape, but the thieves
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caught him and immediately slew him with their swords and
hung him on the gate.

That evening Ali Baba came to search for his brother. He
was deeply shocked when he saw his brother’s body hewn into
pieces and hanging on the gate. In the darkness of the night, he
brought his brother’s corpse to his sister-in-law’s house. While
unloading his donkey, he told Margina, who was Qasim’s
intelligent and brave servant girl, all that had happened and
how Qasim had been killed.

Margina told everyone that her master Qasim had become
seriously ill and then died of his illness. But she knew that
when people saw his chopped up body they wouldn’t believe
that he had died of illness. To prevent this, she hired an old
shoemaker and gave him a sizeable bribe to keep his mouth
shut. She ordered him to sew up Qasim’s body. This done,
Qasim was buried according to the local custom. Everyone
thought that Qasim died a natural death.

A few days after the funeral, Ali Baba moved to the
widow’s house along with his personal possessions. However,
he waited till nighttime to secretly move the treasures he had
collected from the cave.

As for the thieves, when they returned the next day they
were very surprised to see that the dead body had been taken
away by somebody. They were deeply frightened that
somebody might know of their secret operations.

“We must find the man who has discovered our hiding
place and get rid of him,” shouted the band chief. “The only
way we can capture this man is to plant a spy in town. We
must be sure that he does his work properly. If he fails, he will
be put to death.”

One of the thieves fell at the feet of the chief and begged to
be given this task. Everyone praised him for his boldness. He
then disguised himself as a foreign trader and set off to find
the man who knew about their cave. After a long and arduous
search, he came across a shoemaker. With some sly questions,
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the thief pried deeply and found out that he was the shoemaker
who had sewn up Qasim’s body.

The spy carefully asked the shoemaker to take him to the
house where he had done this strange task. In return for this
favor the thief promised to pay him several gold coins. The
shoemaker quickly agreed. In no time, the thief had found the
house.

The spy carefully looked at the house, but noticed that the
other houses in the neighborhood looked the same. “I may
forget which house it is,” he thought and so marked Qasim’s
door with a white chalk. Paying the shoemaker some gold and
silver coins, he thanked him and returned to the thieves’
hideout with the exciting news for the chief. The chief
resolved that they thieves should capture the man who knew
their hiding place and kill him as soon as possible.

However, the next day the sharp and clever Margina
noticed the white mark on her master’s door. This intrigued
her. Intelligent girl as she was, she scribbled a similar white
mark on the doors of several of their neighbors.

When the thieves entered the town, in bewilderment they
found the same white mark on several doors. The chief flew
into a rage and suspected that the spy was trying to trick them.
“Let this false spy be put to death immediately!” he ordered.
The other thieves immediately obeyed his command and put
the spy to death by the sword—thus the fate of the first spy!

However, another robber was ready to be a spy and find the
man who knew of their hiding place. Trying to be more
intelligent than the first spy, he made a very small red mark on
a corner of the house. However Margina was much cleverer
and her sharp eyes quickly discovered the new red mark on the
wall. To foil the scheme of whoever had done this, she put a
similar red mark on the walls of their neighbors’ houses.
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This time the thieves were more certain that they would
find the right house, but again to their astonishment, a number
of houses in the neighborhood bore the same red mark! The
chief was even more furious at the second spy than the first
one and ordered his men to put him to death immediately. The
chief didn’t trust any of his men, so he himself set out to
discover the person who knew their secret hiding place. Again,
the shoemaker served as a guide. The chief made sure he
would remember which house it was.

He went back to his camp and ordered to his fellow thieves,
“Spread through all the villages and hamlets around here and
buy nineteen mules and thirty-eight large barrels. One must be
full of oil and the rest empty”.

Ali Baba was relaxing outside his house when the chief
bandit arrived with his caravan. He told Ali Baba, “I am an oil
dealer and on my way to the market, sir.” Ali Baba welcomed
him cordially and invited him to stay the night at his place.
This was exactly what the bandit chief had hoped for.

They placed the barrels in Ali Baba’s garden. The bandit
chief whispered to his thieves who were hiding inside the
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barrels, “When you hear me throwing a few stones out of the
window, come to my aid.”

Now it just so happened that Margina ran out of oil for her
lamp. She knew that their guest was an oil dealer with many
barrels of oil. “I’ll just go and get a little oil from every barrel
in the garden,” she said to herself. As she lifted the lids from
the barrels, to her shock she found a man hiding inside each
one. “Is it time?” the man would ask quietly. “Not yet”, she
replied softly.

She had to open up many of the barrels before she found the
barrel filled with oil. Margina knew that men inside the barrels
were dangerous, so she filled a pot with oil and boiled it. Then
she poured the burning oil into each barrel, killing all the
thieves.

The next morning Margina told the whole story to Ali
Baba. Shocked at what he heard, Ali Baba exclaimed, “Oh no!
And I was entertaining a chief bandit in my house?”” Deeply
grateful to Margina, he promised to give her freedom and a
fabulous reward later on.

As for the chief bandit, he escaped by jumping over the
wall and returning to his cave. But he resolved to take revenge
on Ali Baba. He tried to get close to Ali Baba’s son by
entertaining him and lavishing him with gifts.

One day Ali Baba invited his son’s new friend to dinner.
Here was the chief’s opportunity to settle the score with Ali
Baba. He had taken on the name of Kogia Hussain and had
changed his complexion. But, fortunately, when Ali Baba’s
son took him to his father’s house, the intelligent slave girl
was still at home. She made sure to follow the guest’s every
move.

When dinner was ready to be served, Kogia Hussain said he
was under a vow not to eat anything with salt. Accordingly Ali
Baba instructed Margina not to put any salt into the dishes for
the guest. But Margina was not easily fooled. At the very first
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glance she knew that the guest was the chief bandit and was
plotting some evil again.

“I must guard my master; otherwise this phony guest will
slay him,” she said to herself.

She went to her private apartment, put on a dancing dress,
fastened a lovely belt around her waist and a sharp dagger
hanging from it. Then she put on a face-mask and asked one of
the other servants, “Bring your drums. Tonight we’ll entertain
our honored guest with music and dance.”

Margina danced passionately around the hall, much to the
pleasure of the guest. Then she feigned a dramatic stunt, acting
as if she were stabbing herself. As she swept near Kogia
Hussain she suddenly thrust the dagger deep into his chest.
The false guest died on the spot.

Ali Baba and his son were horrified to see all this happen
before their eyes. Margina explained Kogia Hussain’s evil
motive. She opened his coat and found a dagger hidden under
it. Tears of joy streamed from old Ali Baba’s face. He
embraced the slave girl with deep gratitude. He and his son
were alive, thanks to Margina’s wit and sharp intelligence.

He was so pleased with the slave girl’s courage and
devotion that he chose her for his son’s bride.

As time passed, Ali Baba disclosed the secret of the cave to
his son. They found enormous wealth in the cave and spent the
rest of their days in great luxury and splendor.

Questions

1. How did Ali Baba discover the secret cave?

2. What happened to Qasim when he entered the secret
cave?

3. What happens to people who are overtaken with envy
and jealousy?

4. How did Margina protect her master? How was she
rewarded?
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In the end, was the secret cave a benefit to Ali Baba or
a loss? Why or why not?
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Original Title: The King’s Family
Original English Version: Safari Team
Source: Noristan’s Folk Fables, 1988
Recorded: Yasamin Akmal Jena

Rewards for his Service

In ancient times, a king and his wife were unable to have
any children. One day a bear entered the palace disguised as a
malang (poor man). He took an apple from his bag and cut it
in half. He gave one half to the king and the other to his wife
and said, “If both of you eat your half of the apple, you will
have twin sons. But the condition is that after they are born,
you must give one son to me.”

The king accepted the condition. He and his wife each ate a
half of the apple. The bear, still disguised as a malang, left.

In due time, twins were born to the king. A few years
passed as the boys grew up. Once again, the bear, disguised as
a malang, went to the palace. He said, “l am here to make sure
you keep your promise and give me one of the boys.”

The queen, who did not want to be separated from her
children, gave various excuses before finally telling the
malang, “We will think about it more and let you know.” After
the malang left, the king built high walls around his palace so
that the malang could not climb over them and come back.

But the next day the malang came again. It was easy for
him to climb over the walls because he was a bear. When the
king and his wife saw him they were shocked and said each
other, “What do we do now?” They decided to give the weaker
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son to the malang. The malang was very happy and took the
boy away. He cared for the boy as it grew up. Finally the bear
decided it was time to eat the boy.

One day a stranger came to their place and said to the boy,
“The man who lives with you and calls himself your father is
really a bear. He plans to eat you. You’re young and clever.
Think of a way to get rid of him. The bear is going to ask you
to make a fire. He will tell you to boil a huge pot of oil over
the fire. He’ll ask you to walk around the pot in a dance so that
he can throw you into the boiling oil. Now this is what you
should do. When he asks you to dance, ask him to show you
how to dance. When he starts dancing, throw him into the pot.
Don’t worry when he yells and begs you for help. Make the
fire burn hotter so he will die. When he’s dead, search his
bags. You will find some keys in them.” After he said this, the
man disappeared. The young boy was shocked at what he had
heard.

Just then the bear arrived. When he saw the boy, he
commanded, “Son! Make a fire and heat some oil in a pot.”
The boy followed his orders. Then the bear ordered the boy to
dance around the fire while he played his sitar.

The boy said, “I don’t know how to dance. Please show

2

me.

The old man started to dance while the boy played sitar for
him. Suddenly the boy threw the old man into the pot of oil.
The old man cried out, “I’ll pay you, give you whatever you
want. Just get out of here!” But the boy put more wood on the
fire and soon the old man died. The boy found some keys in
the malang’s bag.

Earlier, the malang had told the boy never to venture into a
certain area of the garden which was his special property. Now
the boy walked to that area and found a lovely spring. When
he washed his face in the water, his hair suddenly shone like
gold. The boy was handsome and his new gold hair made him
even more beautiful. He took the keys and went to the house
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near the spring. When he opened the first room he saw a dog
in the entrance. Someone had given him hay instead of bones.
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In another room he saw a horse tied up with some bones
spread out for him to eat. The boy gave the hay to the horse
and the bones to the dog. Then he went to another room. He
saw a number of young boys locked up. The bear was keeping
them for his food too. The young boy freed all of them. He
took the dog and horse with him and went to another room. He
saw a large number of golden bricks stored in the room. He
filled a bag with golden bricks, loaded them on the horse and
left. He looked back at the house and said, “Be gone!” and the
house and every thing in it disappeared.
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The young boy continued walking with the horse and dog
until he reached a large forest, where he heard a voice
groaning in pain. He went further and saw a lion with a huge
thorn stuck deep its foot, giving it terrible pain. They boy went
to help the lion, but the lion said, “Oh, good boy! I have two
cubs who are hunting for food. If you pull out this thorn, I
might scream in pain and when the cubs hear my scream they
might attack you while I’'m unconsciousness. So first find a
hiding spot, and then help me.”

The boy found a good place to hide. When he pulled out the
thorn from the lion’s foot, the lion groaned in pain and fell
unconscious. The cubs heard their mother’s cries and ran to
see her. When they saw the lion on the ground, they looked
everywhere to see who had hurt her. Just then, the lion
regained consciousness and told them, “Don’t harm the boy.
He saved my life when he pulled out that huge thorn from my
foot.”

The lion gave her two cubs to the boy as a reward for his
service and ordered the baby lions to obey the boy in whatever
he said. The boy took the cubs and left. They walked and
walked until they found a garden with large trees planted in it.
The boy was very exhausted and soon fell asleep under a tree.
In the early morning, a simurgh (magical bird), which had a
nest in the tree, went hunting for food for its chicks. The
chicks stayed in the nest.

Suddenly the simurgh chicks started screeching and
shrieking. The boy woke up from the noise and saw a huge
snake crawling up the tree. The chicks screamed in fright. The
boy immediately grabbed his sword and killed the snake. He
soon fell back asleep. When the simurgh returned and saw a
young boy sleeping under the tree, she said to herself, “This is
the one that eats my chicks every year.” The bird grabbed a
huge stone to throw it on his head, but just at this moment the
chicks began to scream. The simurgh was surprised and asked
the chicks, “What’s going on?”

www.takbook.com



www.takbook.com
56 Tte Menctiant's Dangliter

The chicks replied, “Don’t you see that huge snake lying
under the tree? It wanted to eat us but this young boy saved
our lives!”

The simurgh was very happy and when the boy woke up,
she gave her two chicks to the boy as a reward for his good

service. The boy left the place with two simurgh chicks on his
shoulders and two lion cubs walking beside him and a dog in
front of him. They went on toward the city where they found a
beautiful green meadow. The boy left the cubs, simurgh chicks
and the dog and went to the market to find food and a tent for
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them. When he returned with food and tents, they set up a
place to stay.

On the next day he went to the market to find a job.
Because he was so handsome, the girls followed him and
wouldn’t let him work. The boy was forced to buy a piece of
tripe and cover his lovely hair with the skin. Now he looked
bald, so when he went to the market, he found a job at a shop
that sold sheep heads. He some became a famous cook.

In the city lived another king who had seven daughters. The
youngest daughter used to go on the rooftop and look around
with her looking glass to see what was going on. One day she
saw a handsome young boy in a meadow, combing his lovely
golden hair. As soon as she saw the boy, she fell down
unconscious. The king called upon his physicians to wake her
up, but all their efforts were useless. Even after regaining
consciousness, the princess remained heartsick, longing for the
golden boy.

The next day the king invited the city’s high priest to treat
his daughter. The priest told the king, “Sire! Your daughters
are grown up. You should arrange their weddings. Each one
should get married with someone she herself chooses.”

The king agreed. The next day he called all the young boys
of the city together and placed his daughters on the palace
roof, each one with an apple in her hands. He told them, “The
boy you like, hit him with the apple.” Six daughters chose sons
of ministers and governors and threw their apples at them. But
the seventh daughter, who was the youngest, didn’t pay
attention to any of the boys.

The next day the king again called all the young men of
the city together again, even those who were blind and bald.
The king’s soldiers brought all the young men together. At the
shop that sold sheep heads, they saw a young bald-headed boy.
They mocked him, but because it was the king’s order, they
took him with them. The young men stood in line and marched
in front of the king’s youngest daughter. Suddenly the girl’s
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eye fell on the golden boy who had made himself bald and
whom she had seen in her looking glass. Instantly she
recognized him and threw the apple at him with all her might.
The king was very unhappy at what she had done and sent her
to his stable. Choosing a bald-headed boy to marry would
bring great shame to the king’s family. Her sisters laughed at
her and mocked her.

After some time the king requested his sons-in law to have
a party and invite him. The grooms, each one proud of himself
and pretending he had a higher position than the others,
decided to cook deer for their father-in-law. So they went
hunting together.

When the bald-headed boy heard this, he immediately went
to the meadow where he lived and asked the simurgh chicks to
summon all the birds together. He asked the cubs to summon
all the wild animals.

The simurgh chicks and lion cubs were grown up by now
and in short a time they had gathered together all the animals
in the meadow. The king’s grooms looked everywhere for
their prey with their looking glasses. Suddenly they saw the
meadow, everything they needed was there. With great
excitement, they rushed over to buy a deer. They asked the boy
to sell them one deer.

He said, “Okay, I’ll sell you one, but I have one condition. |
won’t take any money from you for the deer. Just let me put
my stamp on your arms. The grooms agreed. After the boy
killed the deer, he said to himself, “May the tasty meat go to
the deer’s head and feet.”

He kept the deer’s head and feet and gave the rest to the
grooms. They divided the meat cheerfully among themselves
and everyone went home. The next day, they invited the king
to the party. Since the tasty meat had gone to the deer’s head
and feet, the meat was not delicious at all. When the king
tasted the meat; he didn’t eat anything, but went back home
with his wife.
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The next day it was the bald-headed boy’s turn to invite the
king. He cooked the deer’s head and feet with some rice.
When the king and his wife, daughters and grooms were ready
to go to the boy’s house, they laughed at each other and said,
“What will he fix for dinner?”

The boy covered the floor and the walls with rugs and
golden bricks. When the guests arrived there, they were
shocked at what they saw. When the meal was ready, the
king’s daughter brought him his food. It was very delicious
and so he asked her for more. The king ate all the food the
daughter brought for him. He praised his daughter’s cooking
and said, “You’ve cooked such delicious food! Is there more?”
This time, his daughter put some dung under the rice and
brought it to the king.

When the king started eating he noticed the dung and asked
his daughter, “My daughter! What is this?”

The daughter replied, “Dear father! You put me in the
stable. Some dung from the animals must have spoiled the
food. I don’t know.” The king stopped eating and went out to
the garden. All the guests followed him. He said to his
daughter, “Where is the young man who wants to be your
husband? Call him to come.”

All things went exactly according to the plan that the boy
had made. The boy had told his ‘wife-to-be’ to put on beautiful
clothes and wait for him. He quickly went to put on his
beautiful clothes and comb his golden hair. He returned to the
palace on his horse, with the two lions and simurgh chicks.
When they reached the palace, the king saw him and was
shocked. He asked, “Who are you, young man?”

The boy replied, “First, hand me my six servants who are
sitting next to you, then we can talk.” The king looked
surprised. The boy continued, “If you don’t believe me, you
can see my stamp on each of their arms.” When the king
looked at their arms, he saw that the boy was right.
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The king’s daughter said, “Father! This is the boy who
made himself bald. I want him to be my husband.”

The king was delighted and hugged the boy. Soon the
golden-headed young man and the king’s daughter were
married. The other brothers served the royal couple. The king
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cheerfully bestowed his entire kingdom to the groom and
bride.

Questions

1. How did the boy help the lion? The simurgh’s chicks?
What was his reward?
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2. Why didn’t the youngest daughter pay any attention to
the handsome young man of the city?

3. How did the simurgh’s chicks and the lion’s cubs help
the boy? What lesson does this teach us?

4. Was the boy any different when he wore the tripe?
What is more handsome? Long hear or a pure heart?
Why?

5. In the end, why did the king accept the bald-headed
boy to be his son-in-law?
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Source: Folk Stories,

Recorded: M. Abdulhag Samimi

Alladin and the Magic Lamp

Many, many years ago, Alladin, the son of a tailor, lived in
China with his widowed mother. His father had died when he
was still young. They were very poor, but Alladin was a
hardworking, strong and healthy boy.

A powerful, old and evil magician from Africa, Abu Nazer,
had heard about a wonderful cave in China that contained a
magic lamp. The magician traveled to China to find this magic
lamp. It was very difficult to get the lamp because the entrance
of the cave was extremely small and a huge rock lay at the
entrance.

One day while walking through the streets of Peking and
looking for someone to help him, Abu Nazer noticed a strong,
stout boy playing in the street. The boy’s name was Alladin.
The magician saw that he was the right size to get through the
narrow mouth of the cave. Acting as if he were a close
relative, he approached Alladin. The magician went to
Alladin’s house where he met the boy’s mother. He told her
that he was a relative of her late husband and had come all the
way from Africa to help them. The magician gave her some
money and many fine presents. He said, “If Alladin will work
for me, he will soon be a rich man”.

Abu Nazer said to Alladin, “My son, I can make you very
rich if you will only help me with a small task.” Because
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Alladin and his mother were so poor, Alladin was more than
eager and willing to help. The next day Abu Nazer took
Alladin to a mountain where a narrow tunnel led to the cave.
He gave Alladin a ring and told him to put it on his finger and
added, “Move this rock away. After you’ve crawled through

" /}/ ,/////
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the tunnel you will come to a cave. When you enter the cave,
you will find a bronze lamp. | need that lamp! Pour out the oil
and bring the lamp to me. I'm old and feeble so I can’t do it
myself.”
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Alladin moved the rock and crawled into the tunnel and
down into the cave. He soon saw heaps of diamonds and
rubies lying around the lamp. He filled his pocket with the
precious stones. Then he poured the oil out of the lamp. He put
the lamp into his pocket and crawled back up to the entrance
of the tunnel. The tunnel was very steep.

“I see you have the lamp! Give it to me right away!” cried
Abu Nazer. Alladin wouldn’t do it till he was out of the tunnel.
He asked the magician to take his hand and help him out of the
tunnel first. The magician insisted that he should give him the
lamp first. The magician got angry and closed the entrance of
the tunnel by casting a spell. In a flash, Alladin was
imprisoned underground.

For two days Alladin sat crying in the dark but no one came
to his help. Once, when he shouted, he rubbed his hands
together by chance. Suddenly a large genie appeared in front
of him, coming out the ring Abu Nazer had given him.

Alladin was frightened. He said, “Who are you? Where
have you come from?”

The genie said, “I’m the slave of the ring and am ready to
carry out any order you may have. What is your wish?”

“Please get me out of this place,” cried Alladin. In an
instant, he found himself standing outside the tunnel.

When Alladin arrived home he told his mother what had
happened and gave her the rubies and diamonds. He also
showed her the old lamp and asked her to take care of it.
Alladin sold some of the precious stones and they lived
happily for sometime. However, when the diamonds and
rubies were sold, they were poor again. Alladin was forced to
take out the lamp which he had brought from the cave.

“How strange,” his mother said, “Why should Abu Nazer
want this old lamp so badly? Look how dirty it is!”” She rubbed
it to make it shine. Suddenly there was an explosion and a
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large genie jumped out of the lamp with a puff of smoke. This
genie was even bigger than the genie from the ring.

“Behold! I am the genie of the lamp, the greatest of all
genies. | will obey any order you give me. What is your
wish?” the genie said.

Alladin replied, “I’m hungry. Please bring us something to
eat.” In a flash, the table was spread with a marvelous feast.

Now Alladin knew why Abu Nazer had wanted the lamp so
much. Alladin ordered the genie to bring fine clothes for his
mother and himself and to change their humble cottage into a
grand palace. In an instant it was done. Soon they became the
richest people of China.
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One day, Alladin saw the Emperor’s daughter and fell in
love with her. He wanted to marry her, but his mother did not
like the idea. Alladin said to his mother, “I’m the richest man
in China. Every one thinks | am a prince. For the next three
days, you will take some fine presents to the Emperor.”

And so, his mother took beautiful golden bowls loaded with
golden coins, rubies and diamonds to the Emperor. The lamp
genie had brought all these things for them. After offering the
Emperor these precious gifts and jewels, she proclaimed
Alladin’s love for the princess and said to him, “My son
Alladin wishes to marry your daughter.”

The Emperor was very surprised. He consulted his minister
who was jealous of Alladin. The minister advised the Emperor,
“Your daughter will need a beautiful place to live. Ask Alladin
to build a fine palace in front of yours.”

Alladin asked the lamp genie to build a fine palace even
better than the Emperor’s palace, right in front of the
Emperor’s. With the help of other genies, the genie built the
most beautiful palace in the world in front of the Emperor’s
palace overnight.

The Emperor was ever so surprised and gave his consent for
Alladin to marry his daughter. They were married the next
day. Abu Nazer was also present at the wedding. He
recognized Alladin at once. Using his magic, he soon found
out that Alladin had the magic lamp.

For several months Alladin and his new wife lived happily
in their fine palace. The magician was very jealous of Alladin.
He knew that the lamp genie had helped Alladin gain all these
riches. He schemed a plan to get the lamp back. One day when
Alladin was out on business, Abu Nazer bought a dozen
copper lamps, put them in a basket and disguised himself as a
peddler. He went to Alladin’s house and cried out, “New
lamps for old! Bring your old lamps and take new ones in
return!”
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One of the maids said to the princess, “There is an ugly old
lamp in my master’s room. We should exchange it for one of
the new ones that this old man is selling.” The princess agreed
to exchange Alladin’s dirty old lamp with a new shining one.
After he had changed the new lamp with the old one, the
magician went away very quickly.

The princess said, “I’m sure Alladin will be very happy!”
Little did she know that she had given away Alladin’s most
precious possession.

Abu Nazer was extremely happy. The magic lamp was his

at last! He rubbed the lamp in a quiet place and soon the genie
appeared. The magician asked the genie to take Alladin’s
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palace with the princess and her servants far away.
Immediately at Abu Nazer’s command the palace disappeared.
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Both the palace and the princess were transported far away to
Africa where Abu Nazer had the princess confined to her own
palace.

Back in China, the Emperor was furious. When Alladin
returned home he was shocked. The Emperor shouted at
Alladin, “If you do not bring my daughter back by tomorrow, I
will kill you!”

Poor Alladin was in a fix. Everything was gone! When he
rubbed his hands in despair, he touched the magic ring
accidentally and the ring genie appeared.

“What do you wish?” asked the genie ring.
“Bring back my wife and the palace,” said Alladin.

“What you ask is not within my power. The lamp genie is
much stronger than I am and he may kill both of us.” replied
the genie. “Only the lamp genie lamp can do what you ask.”

“Then take me to my palace tonight,” commanded Alladin.

In an instant, he found himself in Africa in front of his
palace. Fortunately, that night the magician had not yet
returned home. Alladin saw his wife standing at a window and
crying. The princess was overjoyed to see Alladin again and
told him how Abu Nazer had made her a prisoner and forced
her to do all the housework. Alladin gave her a deadly potion
which he told her to put into the magician’s wine glass. He
himself hid in the palace.

When the magician came, the princess welcomed him with
a glass of poisoned wine. The magician accepted it eagerly,
gulped it down to the last drop and fell down dead. Alladin
immediately searched for the magic lamp. After a long search
through the whole palace, he finally found the magic lamp
under the magician’s pillow. He shouted for joy. He quickly
rubbed it and when the genie appeared, he asked the genie to
take them back home.

The next morning the emperor saw the beautiful palace in
its proper place. He was very happy to find his daughter back
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home. The princess was safe now that the wicked magician
had been killed. Alladin told the Emperor every thing. So they
were back in China and lived happily ever after for the rest of

their lives.

Questions

1. Describe the magician? What kind of person was he?
2. Why did the magician want to own the magic lamp?

3. Would you like to own a magic lamp? Do you think it
is realistic? What would happen if everybody had a

magic lamp?

Vocabulary

1. Approach
Crawl
Genie
Heap
In a flash
Insist
Maid
Possession
Present

. Scheme

11. Spell

12. Take care
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Original Title: The Indian Wolf
Original English Version: Safari Team
Source: Gharjestan’s Folcloric Fables, 1989
Recorded: M. Ebrahim Bamyani

Fat-Eating Cannibal Becomes
a Bride

An old miller called Eqgbal was working in his water mill
one winter night. Egbal had heard from others in his village
that an Indian wolf had been seen in the forest nearby. A sense
of horror overtook Egbal. He was alone in the mill and the
Indian wolf could easily attack him and tear him to shreds. Out
of fear of the wolf, he hid himself in the wheat and watched
the door of the mill. In the middle of night he suddenly heard
the sound of an animal coming toward the mill. Then the door
of the mill slowly opened and a wolf came in. It went here and
there, as if looking for something.

Everything was quite and calm except for sound of burning
coils in the fireplace and the mill stone. The wolf suddenly put
its two front paws to its back and took off its skin as if it were
clothes. She was no longer a wolf but a beautiful dark-skinned
Indian girl with a red spot on her forehead, a lovely ring on her
nose and long tresses which reached to her feet. Eqbal stared at
the scene from where he was hiding. This was no wolf at all,
but an Indian magician whose magic spell lay in its wolf skin.
In order to collect human fat, they would kill anybody they
caught and send its fat to India. Egbal watched as the girl took
some flour in a bowl and made dough. She put a pan on the
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fireplace to bake bread for herself. While she was busy baking
bread, Eqgbal uttered a prayer and then quietly sneaked up
behind the girl. With lightening speed, he jumped at her and

ey

i

//ﬁ

i

i
| «,N’ 5‘ )L |

W’w

I

snatched her long hair from behind. The girl ground her teeth
and whirled around to face him. The two fought hard as they
exchanged blows

Eqbal cleverly tried to kick the wolf skin into the fire with
his feet but the girl struggled to keep it away from him. That
night an amazing struggle was going on in the mill. At times
Eqgbal was close to burning the wolf skin and then the girl
managed to pull it out of the fire. She tried to put the skin back
on to get her magic back but Eqbal would not let her. Finally
Egbal succeeded to throw the skin into the fire. It burned up
completely.

When the girl saw the burned skin, she sighed and sat
down. Egbal, now the conqueror, asked her, “Who are you?
Where have you come from? Why are you here?”
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In a sweet and friendly voice, she started her, “I am an
Indian girl. 1 have been in your country for awhile now. | came
here to collect human fat. Our king has ordered our family to
collect a specific amount of human fat for him. Since | am a
descendant of Indian magicians, | seized the occasion to wear
my magic wolf skin and come here. | planned to attack people
like a wolf and change their fat into oil and take it back to
India. | am not alone. Many more Indian magicians are lying
in ambush in a nearby village and waiting for their chance.
They plan to prey on humans, kill them and send their fat to
India. All my magic power lies in this wolf skin but you
burned it. Now | am a simple girl like anyone and with no
magic power. Please do not kill me. I am yours and ready to
marry you. | promise to stay with you in this village as long as
I live and help you in the mill. You are a strong and wise man,
worthy to be my husband.”

After the girl finished, Eqgbal replied, “I accept your story
and | will marry you on legal Muslim terms. But you must do
one thing for our village. Whenever Indian wolves attack us,
you must let us know. Only you know the difference between
Indian wolves and others. Other wolves run away from our
dogs, but these Indian wolves attack our dogs. Our dogs have
no strength to stand against them. Many of our dogs have been
beheaded by these wolves.”

The Indian girl interrupted him, “You are right. You know
very well that the Indian wolves are not really wolves. They
are like humans with knives in their hands which they use to
behead dogs as if they were sheep. They do the same with
humans. But I am no longer an Indian girl. I am one of yours. |
know Indian wolves by their howls. They call out to each other
with a special sound and exchange information in a special
way.”

They were lost in their conversation when suddenly the
sound of birds reminded them that it was morning. The sky
grew bright. Villagers were out and about. Egbal made a fire.
In the light of the fire, the girl no longer looked like a stranger.
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He unfolded his turban and gave it to his God-given wife for
her to use as head scarf. He took her home and summoned the
elders of the village, explaining to them what had happened
last night. The news spread quickly through the village.
Everyone- children, teenagers and the elderly, men and women
hurried to Egbal’s house to see the Indian woman who had
been a cannibal the night before. The elders decided to wed the
girl with the elderly Egbal (God had mercy on them.)

From now on, the villagers thought the Indian wolves
would not be able to destroy their village. This girl knows the
language of the Indian wolves and will tell them to leave. They
would be saved from the wolves’ harm from now on. The
village mullah married the girl, who was named Alamelo, to
Egbal. They enjoyed their lives in the village. A year later a
son was born to them. Sometimes the villagers joked with
Eqgbal, “How is it possible that a female wolf gave birth to a
human child!”

One day in fall they heard the howls of a pack of wolves
from the top of a hill nearby. Alamelo was very worried. Eqbal
was in the mill and heard the howls as well, “The wolves have
come back,” he thought to himself. He quickly closed the mill
and rushed home. He saw his Indian wife was very upset. With
a smile on his lips, he said, “I guess the Indian wolves are
coming back.”

Alamelo replied, “Yes. Among the howls I hear my
brother’s voice. He knows I am here. He’s calling me to meet
him one time because he has a message from my mother.”

Egbal’s heart started to pound wildly when he heard this.
He was very afraid and thought to himself, “If she goes back to
them, she will never come back. Or the wolves never let her
come back. And if | go with her, the wolves will tear me to
pieces.”

The village elders gathered to find a way how Alamelo
could meet the wolves. One of the elders suggested, “Eqbal
should not allow his wife to go to the wolves.” Another said,

www.takbook.com



www.takbook.com
704 Tte Menctiant's Dangliter

“But if he doesn’t, the wolves will attack the village and eat us
all.”

They argued in earnest. One elder with a lot of experience
and wisdom stood up and shouted, “O people! I know how we
can solve this problem. We’ll get a long rope and tie one end

to the mother and the other end to their child. Then with

another rope we will tie the child to Eqbal’s house. We will let
Alamelo go to the wolves and meet her brother. If the wolves
force her to go with them and pull her along, she will
automatically pull on the rope. She will think of her child and
feel pity for him and return. By stirring up her emotions for her
young child, we will make sure she comes back.”

Eqbal agreed and tied the child and its mother together and
the child to his house.

The Indian girl also promised that she would not go along
with her brother but come back right after she had met him.
She started up the hill till she reached the pack of wolves.
When Alamelo got close, the wolves howled so loudly the
villagers were terrified. She stayed with the wolves for a
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while. The villagers watched her as she motioned towards the
village and then to her young child who was tied to the second
end of the rope. She asked her brother and the other Indians
who were wearing wolf skins to let her go back to the village
because her husband was there and her baby’s hand was tied to
the rope. Suddenly, the rope yanked towards the hill. The baby
cried out. And then the rope lay loose.

The villagers took their guns and aimed at the wolves.
Eqgbal stood in front of them and said, “For God’s sake, do not
shoot! You’ll kill my wife!”

The elders slowly pulled the longer rope back to them. To
their horror they saw the baby’s hand still tied to the rope with
half of its body dragging behind. The cannibal wolves had
taken half of the baby for his mother and left the other half for
his father.

When they saw the body cut up, the villagers burned in
anger and cried out, “O God! What is this for? Why did this
innocent baby have to be killed like this? How could its cruel
mother let wolves tear him apart? At least they could have
taken him alive?”

The hunters grabbed their guns and ran after the wolves.
The Indian wolves watched them coming and quickly fled.

Eqbal joined the hunters. He saw his wife riding on the
back of a wolf and speeding into the desert. Egbal shouted,
“Fire! Fire! Aim at the wolf under my wife’s feet. Do not let
them take my wife by force.”

The hunters aimed at the wolves and started shooting.
Amusingly they saw the bullets which they had fired whizzing
back at them. While the wolves were running away, they
shook their swords at the villagers and threatened them. And
then they disappeared from sight.

Questions
1. What were the Indian wolves trying to do?
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2. Why was Egbal afraid as he worked in the mill?
3. How did the Indian girl lose her magic spell?
4. Did Alamelo willingly join the wolves again or did the

wolves take her by force?
5. Why was the elder’s idea to tie the child to the rope a
bad idea? What would have been a better suggestion?

6. Do you think Alamelo ever returned?

Vocabulary
1. Cannibal DA pal
2. Conqueror Glle mild
3. Dough BIECS
4. Head scarf BLEN
5. Howl SRS addlo)s)
6. Magic spell ol aulla
7. Motion Cand Lo L)
8. Snatch G0
9. Stir up emotions Glulusal 5 Calal se (50 503 S a3
10. Water mill & Sl
11. Whizzing 4K slaa
12. Yank PP ERTR T
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Original Title: The Greedy Merchant

Original English Version: N. Sohrabii

Source: Farhang-e Mardum Magazine, 6" issue, 1947
Editor: Nisar Ahmad Baheen

Triumph and a Merchant’s
Demise

Once upon a time there was a merchant who had seven sons
but no daughters. The merchant was a very greedy man. He
was such a miser that he wouldn’t even spare a coin to help the
poor. He loved his money more than everything else.

In front of the merchant’s palace, a poor kuchi family had
erected a camp. They used to take milk, yogurt and cheese to
the merchant’s home and sell their goods for very low price.
One day an old woman with very rugged clothes entered the
palace. The merchant’s sons and servants thought she was a
beggar and tried to throw her out. But the old woman quickly
ran to the merchant’s wife.

She took an apple out of her bag and gave it to the
merchant’s wife and said, “If you eat this apple, you will soon
have a pretty daughter.” The merchant’s wife was pleased at
this. She took the apple and ate it excitedly with the hope of
bearing a girl. Just then, the merchant’s sons entered the room.
The old woman was about to leave the house, but quickly
added that she was a match-maker and said that she had tied
the marriage bond of the new girl to be born to the kuchi’s son,
who lived next to them. Then she rushed out of the house. The
merchant’s wife and sons run after her but she was too fast.
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They wanted to plead with her not to do this but she
disappeared.

Just then the merchant came in and asked his wife why she
was so anxious. He was very sad and bitter when he learned
what had happened. The merchant knew that the kuchi family
had a six-month old son. First he thought of forcing the kuchi
to move to another city by giving him some money. But
suddenly he changed his mind and thought, “As long as that
kuchi boy is alive, he will always be dangerous, even if he
lives in another city.” He knew the kuchi family was very poor
and miserable. He went to the kuchi father, “O good man, I
like your little son so much that I can not enjoy my life without
him. If you let me care of him up in my own house, | will give
you as much money as you wish. And when he is grown up, |
will return him to you.”

The kuchi thought of all the difficulties he had in his life:
the suffering, the constant moving from one place to another
with his few animals. And he thought how his son could grow
up comfortably in a rich man’s house. The unsuspecting kuchi
accepted the offer and gave his infant son to the merchant. The
kuchi family left for another city with the cash they had
received from the merchant.

The merchant handed the child over to his servant and told
him to Kill the baby and bring back its blood in a small bottle.
The servant took the child to the desert. But his tender heart
felt sorry for the poor, innocent child. Instead of killing it, he
beheaded a pigeon and bottled its blood for the cruel merchant.
The infant was left alone in the desert to the mercy of God.

Early in the next morning, the wandering kuchi crossed the
desert with his animals when suddenly he noticed a little baby
lying in desert. How excited he was when he found out that the
baby was his own son. He thanked God and went to another
city to begin a new trade. The child grew up strong and
handsome. He helped his father in his trade until they became
rich and built a house of their own.
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Back in the merchant’s home, his wife gave birth to a
beautiful daughter who grew into a lovely young lady. One
day the merchant left his home to trade in another city. He
arrived at the city where the former kuchi had become a

merchant. The merchant stayed in the kuchi’s house for the
night and noticed the handsome young man who spread out the
table cloth and brought food for him. The kuchi’s son appealed
to the merchant very much. He asked the kuchi, “Is this your
son?” The old kuchi told the whole story to him. When the
merchant realized this was the same boy he had ordered to be
killed, he became worried — what if this young man married
his daughter? Then He would also inherit all the wealth his
daughter was to receive. The greedy merchant thought of
another idea to get rid of the young man. He slyly asked the
kuchi to let his son take an important message to his own
family and offered some money which the kuchi gladly
accepted. The merchant wrote a letter to his elder son ordering
him to kill the bearer of the letter as soon as he could.

The young man left the house to carry the message to the
merchant’s home. He crossed the vast desert with great
difficulty and finally reached the merchant’s city. He went to
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the merchant’s house and knocked at the door. Just at this
time, all the sons were out. However, the daughter, who was
very attractive by now, opened the door for the young man.
She fell in love with the young man at first sight. When she
asked him what he wanted, her voice was shaking. The young
man fell in love with her as well. He gave her the letter asking
her to give it to her brother.

The young man rested under the shade of a tree in front of
the house. Her mind on the young man, the daughter thought
to herself, “I should read the letter to see what it says.” When
she read it she was shocked and knew she had to immediately
do something. She ripped up the letter and wrote a new
message which stated that she should be given as wife to the
bearer of this letter immediately. She added that a big marriage
feast should be arranged and appropriate food prepared both
for Hindus and Muslims in the neighborhood. At the end of the
letter she signed her father’s name.

That evening when her brothers came home and read the
letter, they thought it was really their father’s writing. They
welcomed the young kuchi with honor. They changed his
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clothes for new ones and held the marriage party the following
day.

After a few months, the merchant returned home. He had
thought of marrying his daughter to his nephew who was also
a merchant. This man had earlier asked her hand in marriage
but she had not consented because, first of all, he was rather
old, and secondly, he was very stingy and loved money more
than anything else. Worst of all, he was always gloomy and
looked unhappy.

When the merchant entered the house, he saw the young
kuchi relaxing on a cushion and his daughter pouring tea for
him. He was furious, but then his son told him that they had
married his daughter with the kuchi according to his request.
When he realized what had happened, he tried to keep calm.
He congratulated them all with a superficial laugh.

When the merchant went to bed that night he thought hard
about all the money that his son-in-law would inherit upon the
merchant’s death. He couldn’t sleep at all, till he finally
thought of another idea to get rid of the young man.

The next morning, he told his daughter that he had invited
some guests for the next night. He wanted her husband to
order some special sweet bread from the baker in the bazaar.
The merchant sent a message to the baker and offered him a
lot of money and told him, “Early in the morning a man will
come to order special sweet bread. When he comes, push him
into the oven right away and shut the door.”

In the morning the merchant’s daughter decided to ask the
servants to go to the baker. When the young man woke up and
wanted to rush off to the bazaar, his wife told him that the
servants would do it.

The merchant woke up early in the morning and went to the
public bath. On his way back, he stopped at the baker and
asked him about his son-in law. As soon as he reached the
shop, he asked, “Have you baked the special sweet ...” Before
he had finished, the baker, thinking this man had come from
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the merchant’s house, shoved him into to the oven and put the
slab over it.

The sons waited and waited but the merchant didn’t return.
After searching for some days they realized that he must have
died.

The merchant’s sons were rather lazy and unable to carry
out the work their greedy father had left for them. Seeing that
the young kuchi man was capable and hardworking, they
handed all their business over to him. And so he came to own
the merchant’s property and wealth.

Questions

1. Why did the merchant want to get rid of the kuchi boy?

2. How did the merchant plan to kill the boy? Why didn’t
it work?

3. Who inherited all the wealth at the end of the story?
4. What is the lesson we can learn from this fable?

Vocabulary
1. Anxious SU s (Slidail ((3lida
2. Cushion A
3. Demise =SU g jac
4. Furious luac «Sliada
5. Greedy s
6. Grow up Odgad A (ad IS
7. Inherit Crid R e ¢ g o) 4y
8. Match-maker e sl disn Yo
9. Merchant R s
10. Oven Gl ¢y s
11. Pigeon SisS
12. Rip up G ol
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13. Rugged clothes o 55 Ll
14. Slab Sl 4343
15. Superficial laugh sl saia
16. Table cloth O A i
17. Toerectacamp O34
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Original Title: The Orphan Boy

Original English Version: Abdulhag

Source: Folklore Magazine, 2™ & 3" issues, 1974
Editor: Rashad Wasa

Jewels in a Mouth

Many years ago an orphan boy lived in a hut with his
mother. They were very poor, existing from hand to mouth.
One day his mother sold their chisel and handsaw and told the
boy, “Son, you are growing older. Take this money and do
some business with it.” The boy took the money and left. He
saw a man in the bazaar selling a cat. The boy bought the cat
and returned home. The mother was confounded when she saw
the cat and said, “We can hardly feed two mouths. How can
we feed this cat?”

After a few days, she sold her late husband’s shoes and
gave the money to her son and said, “Son take this money and
buy something better with it.” The boy took the money and
brought a dog. When he came home, his mother was quite
upset and said, “Was the cat not enough?”

A few days latre the mother sold her old rug which was her
last possession and gave the money to her son, “Son, this is
our last hope. Nothing else is left in the house. Take this and
buy something better.” He took the money and in the market
he met a man selling a snake with a painted crown. The boy
bought it and returned home. His mother was frightened when
she saw the snake and said, “Son, the cat you brought is
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chasing mice. Your dog guards the hut. What did you bring
this snake for? Kill it right away!”

When the boy took the snake out, it talked to him, “Oh,
kindhearted boy don’t kill me. I’'m the child of the chief of the
snakes. My father has a lot of jewels. Its most valuable jewel is
this huge gleaming ruby which he always has in his mouth.

i

e

Ask him for this ruby. Whoever gets this ruby will have all
their wishes fulfilled.”

The boy took the snake to his father the snake chief who
was thrilled to see his child back. He told the orphan boy that
he would give him anything as a reward. At first the orphan
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replied, “I won’t ask for anything.” The snake chief insisted
that he would be happy to do something for him. Then the boy
asked for the ruby the chief snake had in its mouth. The chief
snake said it could not fulfill this wish, but the boy could ask
for something else.

The boy stated that he had no other wish and left the court.
The little snake told the chief that the boy has saved his life,
but since his father was not going to give away the jewel, he
would also leave.

The chief realized he was losing his child, so he called back
the orphan boy and gave him the jewel. The excited boy came
home with good news for his starving mother. The boy
addressed the jewel and said, “We want food, clothes and a
house.” As soon as he opened his eyes, he and his mother were
wearing new clothes. Their old hut had changed into a
mansion with luscious food on the table.

The two lived comfortably together. The king of that area
had a beautiful daughter with whom the boy had fallen in love.
One day the boy who had become a young man by now asked
his mother to go and ask her hand in marriage for him. His
mother said since he was only a carpenter’s son, the king
would not agree to it. The young man said that he would do
anything that king asked for. So his mother went to the king
with her son’s wishes. The king thought she was crazy, but in
order not to hurt her feelings, he said her son should build a
palace with gold and silver bricks covering the floors.

The mother told this to her son. That night the young man
told the jewel that he wanted a palace with golden and silver
bricks.

The next dawn the people in the area were amazed to see a
new palace with gold and silver bricks in front of the royal
palace. When the king saw this, he was thrilled and gave his
daughter in marriage to the boy. The young man lived happily
with his beautiful new bride, his elderly mother and the cat and
dog in this palace.
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The young man loved to hunt. Everyday he rode his stallion
and went shooting. In the area, lived a very mean old witch.
One day she dug a grave near the hunting grounds. When the
boy returned home, he saw the old woman near the grave
weeping and saying she had just lost her only son and now she
was all alone.

The kind-hearted young man told her to stop weeping and
live with him. The witch wiped her tears and went with the
young man.

Time went by. One day when the young man had gone
hunting the old witched asked the princess where her husband
had gotten all his wealth from.
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The princess told her that her husband had a jewel that
fulfilled all his wishes. The witch told the princess to ask for
the jewel from her husband. This would test his love for his
wife.

When the young man returned home, the princess asked
him to give her the jewel if he really loved her. The young
man said he loved her more than all the treasures in the world
put together. He gave her the jewel, but warned her to guard it
very carefully.

One night when they were asleep, the wicked witch stole
the key, opened the princess’s jewel box and took the jewel.
Then she told the jewel that she wanted the palace to disappear
and the carpenter’s wife and his mother be banished in a far
away place. When the young man woke up, there was no sign
of the palace, or of his mother and his wife. Only the cat and
dog were there. Being very depressed, he went to the hunting
grounds with his cat and dog. They traveled day and night,
hungry and thirsty, passing trough many villages till the young
man was too tired to walk. But the cat and dog continued to
search for the jewel. Finally they reached a place where a
wedding was being prepared for the child of the chief of the
rats. The cat jumped up and caught the soon-to-be rat-
bridegroom. The cat warned the rat-groom that unless its
father’s subjects found the jewel, it would never go free.

Thousands of rats scurried everywhere till one lame rat
found where the old witch was staying. She was asleep with
the jewel gleaming in her mouth. The rat sprinkled some snuff
on its tail, and held its tail near the witch’s nostrils. She
sneezed and the jewel fell out of her mouth. The rat jumped
and caught the jewel and hid in a hole in the wall. The old
witch was furious but she couldn’t catch the rat.

The rat brought the jewel back and the cat freed the rat
prince. The wedding began and the cat and dog took the jewel
with them. They came to a wide river so the dog gave the cat a
ride on its back while the cat held the jewel in its mouth. As
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they were swimming, the cat saw a fish and jumped to catch it.
The jewel fell of its mouth into the river. The dog was furious
and yelled at the cat. For days they watched fishermen to see if
they could find the jewel. One day the cat saw a fisherman
catching a fish with gleaming skin. They knew this fish had
swallowed the jewel.

The cat jumped at the fish, ripped open its mouth and took
the jewel. This time the dog held the jewel in its mouth and
run as fast as it could as the cat followed.

Meanwhile, the heart broken young man was on his
deathbed. He was so delighted to see his faithful cat and dog.
He told the jewel to recreate the palace with his wife and
mother in it. The mean old witch also needed to be dealt with.
Therefore, he also asked the jewel to bring the old witch back.
In a flash, he found himself in the same palace with his mother
and his wife. They kissed each other and shed tears of joy.
They also exchanged stories about their unhappy days. Next he
gave the mean old witch a choice of punishment- did she want
a whip or a horse? Of course she chose the horse. Then the boy
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tied her to the horse’s tail and whipped the horse. The horse
fled away, dragging the witch behind it.

In this way, he got rid of the old witch and lived in his
palace with his wife, mother, faithful cat and dog happily ever
after.

Questions

1. How did the lonely carpenter’s son marry the princess?

2. Was the boy smart to buy a dog and cut? Why or why
not?

3. What qualities make a friend faithful?
4. s it realistic to have a jewel that will give you anything

you want?
Vocabulary
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Original Title: The Bald Girl
Original English Version: Safari Team
Source: Hazarestan’s Folk Fables, 1997
Recorded: M. Jawad Khawari

Six Jealous Sisters

Years ago an old couple lived in a very remote village. In
their dire poverty God had blessed them with seven daughters.
Every day God provided them with food through the ceiling -
one loaf of buttered bread for every person. Each one hungrily
ate their own loaf of bread but they never were full. One loaf
was not really enough for one person.

One night the old woman said to her husband, “We’re both
getting old. It’s hard for us to keep seven girls at home. Let’s
think of some excuse and send them away and see what fate
has in store for them. Then we can eat their portions of bread
and enjoy our last days of life. After all, we’re not responsible
for them anymore, are we?”

That night they came up with a plan. In the morning the old
man suggested to his daughters they go for a walk. He said, “I
love chaka cherries. Let’s go to the mountains and pick some
chaka.” The girls liked their father’s suggestion as they
enjoyed going out. And so, off they went to the mountain
along with their father. After awhile, the old man made an
excuse that he couldn’t climb among the rocks. He told them,
“Go on ahead. I'll stay here and wait for you.”

The girls went on ahead and started picking chaka. The old
men quickly took off his coat and hung them on a stone and
then returned to his house. Whenever the girls looked back,
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they saw his clothes and thought their father was okay, waiting
for them. Their mother had given each one of them a bag with
a hole in it. Their bags never got full. After awhile they
noticed that their bags had holes in them.

Now, the youngest sister was short and had less hair than
the rest. The other sisters often teased her by calling her “bald
girl.” But she had a God-given intelligence that the others
didn’t have. When the bald girl noticed the holes in the bags,
she shook her head sadly and said, “Poor mother! Her eyes are
so poor that she couldn’t sew the bags properly. I'll say a
prayer and God will change me into thread and a needle. Take
the needle and thread and sew up the bags. When you’re
finished rub the needle on a stone and | will turn back into a
girl.”

The sisters looked at each other in unbelief and laughed at
her. They said to her angrily, “Stop talking nonsense. You’ll
ruin our reputation. If you won’t stop this foolishness, we will
make you even balder.”

In front of their astonished eyes, the bald girl uttered a
prayer and immediately turned into a needle. The sisters saw
they couldn’t deny what had happened, so they reluctantly
took the needle and sewed the bags. When they had finished,
they rubbed the needle on a stone and the girl appeared in front
of them. Soon their bags were full of cherries and they started
on their way home.

They came to where they thought their father had been
waiting for them. They were very surprised when they only
saw his clothes hanging on a stone. Their father was gone. The
girls had hardly ever been in the mountains. And so, they
couldn’t find their way home. It was dusk when they started
walking home. They soon lost their way as they wandered here
and there aimlessly. They grew fearful. Then they reached a
heavy forest which was so thick they couldn’t go on. They sat
down in bewilderment and started to weep. The bald girl stood
up and told them, “We won’t get anywhere by crying. God has
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a remedy for each pain. I will turn myself into an axe right
now and you can clear a path by cutting away the branches.
When you get out of the forest, just hit the axe on a stone and |
will wake up.”

The bald girl uttered a prayer and became an ax. The sisters
cleared a way for them and soon got out of the forest. They
woke her up and went on together till they reached a river. In
bewilderment, they wondered how they could cross the river.

The bald girl told them, “You don’t need to worry as long
as [ am with you.” She said a prayer and immediately became
a bridge. This time the sisters grew jealous as they saw how
powerful their youngest sister was. When they crossed the
bridge, they talked among themselves, “It’s not fair that our
stupid bald sister has this power and we don’t. In the future,

2 ://// /w
///

she’ll rub it in our faces that she saved us every time we were
in trouble. What a shame that we don’t have the power she
has. When we get home and she tells everyone what she’s
done, how can we face anyone? As long as this bald sister is
among us, we’ll have no respect from anyone.”
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And so, after they crossed the bridge, they went on their
way without waking their sister up. The poor bald girl stayed
there as a bridge. After a few days a shepherd came along and
crossed the bridge with his sheep. While crossing the bridge,
the shepherd’s cane tip touched the girl and woke her up. After
the shepherd had crossed the bridge, to his astonishment, the
bridge changed into a young girl! He was shocked. The girl
told him, “Don’t be surprised. I’'m a human too. I thank you
for waking me.”

When the shepherd realized what had happened, he gave
her one of his sheep. The girl took the sheep and went to find
her sisters. They had grown tired and hungry. They couldn’t
even move and were sorry for what they had done.

“If only our sister were here. She would find a way out.”

Just then the bald girl arrived and said, “You didn’t see
what | was worth, did you? One shepherd valued me more
than my six sisters did.”

When the sisters saw her they shouted for joy. She would
save them again. Harboring no enmity against her sisters, the
bald girl suggested they butcher the sheep and prepare a
delicious meal. When she mentioned food, they jumped with
excitement. But they had another problem. They needed a pot
to cook the meat. Once again the bald girl came up with an
answer, “Don’t worry, I’ll pray to God to change me into a big
pot. You should cook the meat and eat. After eating wake me

2

up.

The sisters eagerly cooked the meat and enjoyed the meal.
When they were full, without thinking about their kind sister,
they left the pot and went on their way. A few days later a bird
sat on the pot to eat the leftover meat. When it pecked on the
pot, the noise woke the girl up. She saw that her sisters had left
her again. She realized that her sisters didn’t really get along
with her, so she decided not to follow them. She changed her
directions and went another way until she arrived at a cave. It
was full of gold and precious jewelry and all kinds of delicious

www.takbook.com



www.takbook.com
26 Tte Menctiant's Dangliter

food. Without delay she went inside and started to eat. After
she finished a handsome young man entered the cave. He
greeted her and welcomed her according to the custom of
hospitality.

He was glad to see her in his cave and said to her, “I am a
hunter. A long time ago | left the city and took refuge here in
this cave because I got fed up with life in the city. I haven’t
talked with a person for a long time. I’ve wished for a partner
to talk to and God sent you to me.”

They soon started to like each other’s character and decided
to get married. They enjoyed a happy and prosperous life
together. After awhile, the girl thought of her sisters again. She
baked some bread and with her husband’s permission left the
cave to find them.

Her sisters were in dire trouble. Completely destitute and
almost starving, they had taken refuge under a large rock near
= - = X iy | /// ", ‘// ’ //// \\§
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the bottom of the mountain. They begged God for food. The
bald girl climbed up a rock and threw them each a loaf of
bread. Each sister quickly took the bread and said, “O God,
one more.”

www.takbook.com



www.takbook.com
727 S Jealous Sisters

The bald girl threw them each another loaf. The sisters ate
again but they still were hungry and cried, “Oh God! One
more please!”

When she heard them ask for more, the girl laughed. They
looked up and when they saw that their youngest sister had
once again helped them, they blushed with shame and
embarrassment. They fell at her feet and begged for
forgiveness. The bald girl forgave them and held no grudge.
She took them to the cave where the hunter treated them well.
He let them take anything they needed. The sisters spent some
days in the cave and then they went on to the city with the
hunter’s help.

As for the elderly parents who had sent their daughters
away, they were very happy at first. They thought that their
children’s portions of bread would now be theirs. When the
time came for the bread to arrive, to their surprise only two
loaves of bread came through the vent, just one loaf for each of
them. Their children’s portions had stopped. They sighed
sadly. They had lost their children for ever and yet didn’t get
what they had wanted. They learned it is impossible to deceive
God.

Questions

1. Why did the mother and father want to send their
daughters away?

2. How was the youngest sister different from the other
sisters?

3. Why did the six sisters become jealous? What
happened to them?

4. What did the young girl find in the cave?

5. Describe the youngest sister’s attitude to her older
sisters? What can we learn from her attitude?

Vocabulary

1. Axe o8
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Source: Farhange Mardum Magazine, 4" issue, 1947
Editor: Mehria Adel

Burning the Hair of a Giant

Once there was a king who had three sons. One day the
king summoned his sons to tell them that he might die soon.
“Therefore” he said, “I have a request for you; after I die, you
must come to my grave in turn, one each night, and pray there
till morning.”

His sons accepted his request. One day the king fell dead.
They buried him with honor. That night the youngest of the
three suggested that their elder brother should fulfill their
father’s request for the first night. But the eldest brother asked
the second one who also made an excuse and didn’t go. And
so, the youngest brother went to sit at their father’s grave for
the first night till morning and pray for his father’s soul.

On the second evening, the youngest prince asked his older
brothers that one of them should do the job. But again they
both rejected. Again on the third evening, the younger brother
was forced to go to the grave.

But the third night was filled with wind, thunder and
lightning.

Suddenly a huge giant appeared and roared, “I smell a
human being. Wherever you are, | will eat you! The young
prince hid behind his father’s grave. Then he quickly jumped
up and grabbed the giant by the hair. It is said that giants can
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do nothing when they are caught by the hair. This giant
immediately surrendered and swore that he would not harm the

boy.
The giant said, “I swear by Solomon’s jewels that I won’t
harm you. Please let me go.”

The prince released the giant who gave six strands of his
hair in gratitude to the boy and said, “Take my hair. Whenever
you’re in trouble, burn one hair strand and I will come to you
immediately.” With that, the giant disappeared.
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The other two sons of the deceased king were idle and
aimless men. In short time they had ruined the king’s affairs.
The people dismissed them and appointed another king. And
so, the three brothers left the city and traveled a long distance
till they reached another city. Exhausted and tired, they pitched
their tents and fell asleep.

The ruler of this city had three beautiful daughters. The
girls had stated that each would marry a man who would fulfill
their condition. The condition was that a suitor asking the hand
of a princess in marriage should climb up the forty stairs
leading up to a tower while riding a horse backward. When he
reached the top, he should beat the drum in the tower. Than he
should climb down the stairs on his horse, back to the palace.
Only then would a princess agree to marry him.

When the three sons heard the condition, the two older
brothers put on their best clothes and rode their horses to join
the competition. Then they heard the king’s warning,
“Anybody who takes part in the competition will be hung if he
fails it.”

The two brothers saw that every competitor only climbed
ten to fifteen steps and fell back down, only to meet his fate.
They also saw the bodies of several young men who had been
hung. So they didn’t dare to take part in the competition.

One day, the younger brother told his brothers that he
planned to climb the steps. The older brothers laughed at him
and said, “First, you don’t even have the right kind of clothes.
Secondly you don’t have a horse. How can you take part in a
game like this?”

Then they left the house. After finishing his work and
cooking the meal, the young prince took one of the giant’s
hairs and burnt it. Suddenly a horse appeared before him
carrying a load of very beautiful clothes. The young prince
quickly changed his clothes, combed his hair and mounted the
horse and rode toward the competition grounds. When the
people saw him, they thought a prince had come from another
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city. He rode the horse straight up the steps, climbing them one
by one. He beat the drum in the tower and came down. His
brothers didn’t even recognize him. When they returned home,
he had already put out his old clothes, packed the beautiful
clothes on the horse and sent the horse away. The young
prince was wearing his own clothes and sitting near the fire
place by the time his brothers returned.

When they came home he asked them who had won the
competition. They said, “Don’t ask! A young prince climbed
up the stairs, beat the drum and returned back, just like that!”

The young prince said, “I wish I had come with you.” His
brothers laughed at him again.

On the second day the two brothers went to watch the
competition again without taking their younger brother with
them. The young prince burnt another hair strand and
immediately a red horse appeared with royal clothes tied to the
saddle. The prince put them on and rode towards the field.

Again, he climbed backwards up the stairs on horseback,
beat the drum and came down successfully. Again he rushed
home before his brothers, changed his clothes and sent the
horse away. When his brothers came home he was waiting for
them like before. They were very upset and said that another
prince had won the competition this day. The young brother
begged, “Take me with you just once. Maybe I could win the
race.”

“How could you possibly win it?” asked the brothers.

On the third day the two brothers went to the competition
grounds without their younger brother. The young prince took
the third hair strand from the giant and burnt it. A brown horse
appeared carrying with a special brown suit. The prince won
the race like the previous days. This time the young prince
went to his brothers in all his dignity and royalty and told them
the whole story. They were very ashamed of their conduct
toward him. They begged for forgiveness and promised to
change their behavior.
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Throughout the city, rumors spread that the king’s three
daughters were going to marry the three brothers who had
successfully won the competition. The three brothers went to

i
)

the palace where the king welcomed them. Each brother
married one of the king’s three daughters and built his own
castle.

God fulfilled their wishes, may He also fulfill ours.
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Questions
1. Why did the two older brothers not watch their father’s

grave?

2. What character quality did the younger prince reflect?

3. Who appeared to the younger prince on the third night?
4. What condition did the king’s daughters have for any
suitor who wanted to marry them?

5. Did this condition make any sense?

6. Does God always fulfill people’s wishes?

7. Would you have forgiven the older brothers?
Vocabulary
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Source: Folklore Magazine, 2™ & 3" issues, 1974

Editor: Nisar Ahmad Baheen

Marrying a Snake

Once upon a time an old shrub gatherer had three beautiful
daughters. One day as he went to the fields to gather shrubs, he
noticed a pile of shrubs in the field. He put the load on his
shoulders and went to town to sell it. The next day he went to
the fields again and was amazed to see another pile of dry
wood.

He took it to town and sold it. The third day, when he went
to gather shrubs, he saw two piles of shrubs with a snake on
top. He pulled back in terror but the snake greeted him saying,
“Don’t be afraid, I won’t hurt you. Just do what I say,
otherwise | will eat you.”

The man trembled as he asked the snake, “What am I
supposed to do?”

The snake answered, “It’s easy. Just give the hand of your
youngest daughter to me in marriage.”

, Trembling even more, the old man answered, “That’s up
to my daughter. I’ll go home and ask her if she will accept you
or not. That’s all I can do.”

The snake was elated and said, “Go home and find out what
she says.”

Very depressed, the old man carried the bundle of shrubs to
town to sell. With the money, he bought a few loaves of bread
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and went home. When his daughter noticed how dejected he
was, she asked him, “You look so depressed, what’s wrong?”’

The old man answered, “Oh, it’s nothing.”

But she asked again. This time, with tears in his eyes, he
told her the whole story.

His daughter laughed and said, “That’s nothing to be upset
about! Tomorrow morning, go and tell the snake that your

The old man asked, “Really?”

“Yes, Baba dear.”

The next day the old man went to the field. The snake lifted
its head and greeted the old man and immediately asked him
what his daughter had said.

The old man responded, “She said that she’ll accept you.”
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Dancing with excitement, the snake said, “Okay, the
wedding is going to be this Thursday.”

The old man said, “I’ve got nothing to say. Whatever you
like, that’s fine.”

The snake gave the old man a few gold coins and told him
to buy a few dresses for his daughter and spend the rest as he
liked. The snake continued, “Just bring your daughter to this
river on Thursday. I’ll come there to welcome her along with
my friends.”

The old man went to the bazaar with his daughter and sold
some of the gold coins to buy his daughter a few dresses and
shoes. The two other daughters helped prepare the bride with
much sadness and then took her to the river. They wept
because they thought the snake would eat their sister. But the
bride comforted them and said, “What ever happens, happens.
Don’t be so sad.”

A few moments later a hooded python emerged from the
water, followed by many small and large snakes. The river
bank was filled with all sorts of snakes. Then the hooded
python crept toward the bride, bent low and asked the bride to
ride its back. The bride bravely mounted on the snake’s back.
The python bid farewell to the old man and swiftly crawled
back to the river followed by all the other snakes.

After a few weeks, the old man’s two daughters asked him
to go and find out what had happened to their younger sister.
The old man said, “But I don’t know where she’s living.”

His daughters urged him on, saying there was no harm in
trying. They baked a few loaves of bread which he tied around
his waist in a cloth.

He walked and walked till he lay down exhausted. Just
then, two love birds were flying overhead and noticed the old
man. One of the birds said to the other, “If he would go to the
cave nearby, remove the rock which is blocking the entrance
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and squeeze himself through the crack, he would enter a large
garden. That’s where his daughter is.”

The old man heard what they were saying. Startled by this
news, he hurried toward the cave. When he pushed the rock
away and crept inside, he saw the large garden. In the distance,
he noticed his daughter coming toward him. The old man
started to weep with joy, “My girl! My girl! Thank God,
you’re well! How are you?”

She answered, “I’'m happy. My husband is a handsome
young man and my life is great. I just miss you all. I'm so glad
you’ve come.”

The old man was shocked, “What are you saying! Your
husband is a snake, not a human!”

She laughed and said, “My husband isn’t a snake. He’s the
son of a king. His step-mother is a witch and put a spell on him
so that whenever he goes out, he turns into a snake.”

The old man told her not to tell anyone that he had come.
He would go back and tell her sisters the good news. When the
two older daughters saw him coming back, they hurried to
greet him. When they noticed how happy he was, they threw
their arms around him and asked him if he had seen their
sister. He told them proudly that she was very happy.

The two girls begged their father to take them to their
younger sister. He was ready to do so, but first he sold some
more gold coins so the two older daughters could choose new
dresses for themselves. With one of their cousins, they went to
the young girl’s home.

As soon as they saw their youngest sister, the two older
girls and their cousin embraced her and wept with joy. When
the cousin saw the young girl’s house and all her belongings,
she became terribly envious and determined to harm her. She
asked the young girl, “What does your husband do for a
living?”
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She answered, “He doesn’t need to work. He’s a prince, a
son of a king. My life’s fine.”

The cousin asked, “He’s a snake, not a human!”

The girl answered, “He’s only a snake in disguise — from
his mother’s spell. He puts on a snake skin when he goes out.
But when he takes it off, he’s a normal human being.”

The cousin asked, “What do you call him?”

She said. “When he took me to his home, they called me
“Mehr Nigar” and they called my husband “Sabzina Khomar”
because a snake is green.”

Her cousin asked, “Where is he now?”

She answered, “He put on his skin and has gone out
walking for an hour”.

Her cousin thought she had a way to catch Mehr. She
suggested to Mehr Negar that she burn his snake skin and then
every thing would be solved.

Mehr Negar said, “His skin does not burn that easily. I
don’t know how to set it on fire.”

Her cousin said, “We can’t see his face. When he comes
home, you ask him how his skin could be burned.”

That evening when Sabzina Khomar came home, he asked
his wife about her visitors. She told him that her two sisters
and cousin had come. Khomar told her to welcome them on
his behalf.

Mehr passed on his greetings to the guests, who hastened to
Khomar’s door but they could not see him. They insisted again
that Mehr ask her husband what could burn his skin. That
night Mehr and Khomar talked for a long time. Then she asked
him about his skin. This enraged him and he slapped her face
hard. Mehr cried so much that he took pity on her and told her,
“Don’t be bothered by what others say. You can burn my skin
by burning it together with onion and garlic peel in an oven.
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But don’t tell this to anybody. They will ruin me.” Mehr
promised she wouldn’t.

The next day when Sabzina Khomar left home, Mehr met
her guests again. Her cousin was desperate to find out about
the skin. She begged so much that Mehr finally gave in and
told them the secret. Over the next few days, Mehr’s cousin
collected some onions and garlic peel. Then she heated up the
oven. That night when Mehr and Khomar were sound asleep
she crept into their bedroom, stole his skin and threw it into the
oven with the onion and garlic peel. Immediately Khomar
woke up and in rage slapped Mehr and said, “You’ve ruined
me! You’re walking stick will turn into a needle and your
shoes into garlic peel, if you’ll ever see me again.” Then,
Khomar changed into a dove and flew away.

Instantly she and her visitors found themselves in the
wilderness. They were at a loss, not knowing what to do. Mehr
swore that she would find her husband at any cost. They went
to town where she ordered an iron cane and a pair of iron boots
from an ironsmith. With her new boots and cane and some
loaves of bread, she started her search. She walked and walked
till her boots and cane were totally worn out. She sighed in
disappointment, “Oh Lord, | repent. Please forgive me.”

Exhausted, she sat under a tree and noticed a few laborers
carrying jugs of water on their shoulders. She asked one of
them for a drink. The laborer said that his master was suffering
from heat and no amount of water thrown on him could cool
him off. Mehr thought that it must be her husband. The
laborers took Mehr to their home and told their master that a
traveler had asked them for a drink. He told him to give her
some water but to make sure he got the rest. Maybe that would
cure him. When Mehr drank the water, she slipped Khomar’s
ring into the jug. When the laborer poured the water on his
master, the ring fell out. He put it on his finger and said he was
cured now.
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Khomar knew who the guest was. He went outside and saw
Mehr in rags and exhausted. When Mehr saw him, she rose
feebly and greeted him, “I’m really sorry for what I did. My
cousin tricked me.”

Khomar admonished her, “I warned you not to say anything

about my skin but you didn’t listen. But now that you’ve seen
what’s happened, it’s okay. I forgive you. But there’s one

more problem. I can’t take you home because my mother is a
witch and is furious about what you’ve done. This is what
we’ll do. I’'ll change you into a needle and put you in my
collar.”

Khomar uttered a prayer and Mehr turned into a needle.
When he arrived home, his mother said, “I smell a human!”
But Khomar insisted there was no human.

The next day Khomar changed Mehr into a broom and
placed her in a corner of the living room. Again, his mother
said she smelled a human. Khomar got worried and asked her
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what she would do if there was one. His mother shouted, “I
would devour her in one mouthful!”

Khomar replied, “If you do that, I would die too.”

His mother said, “Okay, if that’s the case, I won’t bother
the human. Just produce the human for me to see” First
Khomar made his mother swear that she would not hurt her
and then he changed Mehr back into a human.

When his mother saw Mehr, she became very angry and
asked who this woman was. Khomar told her that Mehr was a
very helpful woman but he did not introduce her as his wife
because he was afraid she would not let Mehr live.

When Khomar went out, his mother told Mehr, “Here, take
this jug and fill it with your tears.”

Mehr wept and wept but the jug did not fill up. The sun
grew hotter and hotter. Khomar came back and noticed his
wife weeping. He asked her what was wrong. She said his
mother had ordered her to fill the jug with tears. He laughed at
her and told her to get some salt. Then she filled the jug with
water, added the salt to it and brought the jug to her mother-in
law.

Khomar’s mother said that someone else must have given
her the idea.

The next day when Khomar went out, the mother gave her a
black rug and a bar of soap and told her to wash it till it was
completely white. Mehr washed and washed but nothing
happened. That evening Khomar came home and when he saw
what she was supposed to do, he was furious. He said a prayer
and the black rug immediately became white. When Mehr
showed the mother, she was enraged and said that someone
must have helped her do this.

One day Khomar’s mother was talking with her sister, “It’s
time for my son to get married. He should marry your
daughter.”
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The aunt agreed and so the wedding was arranged for the
following week. Khomar’s mother planned how to get rid of
Mehr. She told Mehr to take a letter to Khomar’s aunt and
bring back a musical instrument. On the way she met Khomar
who asked her what she was doing. He read his mother’s letter,
in which she had asked the aunt to devour the carrier without
shedding a single drop of blood on the floor. Khomar tore up
the letter and wrote a new one, asking his aunt to treat the
carrier well and send the musical instrument back with her.

Khomar then told Mehr to be careful when she reached his
aunt’s house to first open the closed door and then go inside.
He continued, “Put the bones before the dog and the hay
before the horse. When you get to a stream of blood, shout out
loud, ‘oh, oh, what sweet honey!” After you’ve climbed up the
stairs and reached the living room, greet my aunt.”

Mehr left her husband and did everything he told her. After
she greeted the old woman, the woman said, “If you had not
greeted me, | would have devoured you.” Mehr handed her the
letter which she kissed and rubbed on her eyelids. The old
woman gave Mehr the musical instrument and told her to be
careful with it, so that others would not hear its music.

When Mehr went down the stairs, the old woman’s mood
abruptly changed. She shouted, “Hey blood stream, catch
her.” The stream refused saying, “You’ve called me a blood
stream for years, while this woman called me ‘honey’.” The
old woman then hollered at the dog and then at the horse for
both of them to catch Mehr. The dog said, “For years you’ve
been feeding me hay and now this woman has fed me bones.”
The horse said, “For years you’ve given me bones but now this
woman has given me hay.”

The old lady asked the door to stop Mehr, but it didn’t work
either. Soon Mehr was on her way back to Khomar’s house.
On the way, the musical instrument bumped against a wall by
accident and started to play music. Khomar arrived on the
scene and stopped the instrument. When they reached home,
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Mehr gave the musical instrument to Khumar’s mother. Again,
she was furious. She told Mehr, “Get lost! Go and sweep the
floor!”

Khomar’s mother then went to her sister’s house to arrange
Khomar’s wedding with his cousin. When the wedding
evening came, Khomar told Mehr to saddle two horses but not
tell anybody about it. Together they would escape at midnight.

Khomar went to the bazaar and bought a pack of needles, a
mirror, a few bars of soap and some combs. Then he put a
bottle of water in his pocket. That evening the wedding guests
smeared henna on his and his cousin’s hands and put them
both in a covered carriage.

Mehr was ordered to light ten candles on her fingers and
lead the carriage. This saddened Khomar. When the candles
were burning Mehr started to sing, “Oh Khomar, my fingers
are burning.”

Khomar responded from inside the carriage, “Oh Mehr, my
heart is burning.”

They kept on singing till they had reached the groom’s
house. The bride and groom were led into a separate room
while the guests played music.
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Just at this time, Khomar took his chance and stabbed his
cousin to death. Then he took Mehr and the two rode away on
their horses. The next morning, when the two old ladies came
to wake up the bride and groom, they saw that the door was
closed. They laughed and thought they must have had a
sleepless night. So they let them rest for awhile.

Sometime later they knocked on the door again but there
was no answer. They yelled, but they heard no reply. They
forced the door open and saw the bride in a pool of blood!
Both old women hurried to catch Khomar. When they saw the
two horses in the wilderness, they increased their pace. As
they got close, Khomar dropped the needles behind him. The
needles turned into a mountain and caused the old women’s
feet to bleed. The two women managed to climb up the
mountain, and so Khomar threw the mirror at them. It turned
into a slippery mountain, but again, the two old women
managed to climb the mountain. This time, he dropped the
soap which turned into another mountain. The old woman
climbed this mountain as well. Finally Khomar poured out the
water from the bottle. It turned into a wide river. When the
women tried to cross the river, they both drowned

Khomar and Mehr were saved from the old women’s cruel
devices. Khomar uttered a prayer and immediately their home
and garden reappeared. The two lived happily ever after.

Questions
1. Who married the Shrub Collector’s Daughter?
2. Who was the snake’s father?
3. Why did Mehr’s cousin burn Khomar’s skin?
4

. How did Khomar re-unite with his true love Mehr?
Was this a good plan? Why or why not?

Vocabulary
1. Admonish GRS Giauad
2. Broom Cola
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3. Devour Oxly
4. Elate oS sA
5. Envious R S el
6. Flabbergast (~be Ol s (o
7. Garlic g™
8. Hood python 23S (slaaj
9. Ironsmith Kal
10. Jug 5 )5S
11. Laborer 53 3a
12. Soap Osba
13. Squeeze () _puid
14. Startle A5 83 ) Cadia g
End
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